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The Shepherd’s e-Ncourager   — Dr. Gary A. Furr 
 
 

   Extravagant Love  
   and Generous Gifts 
 

 We have received two estate gifts in recent days 
from longtime beloved members. We had already 
received one gift from the estate of Lynn Taylor 
and recently received a second, larger one that was 
earmarked for missions. Last week in business meeting, 
the church voted to accept the recommendation of the 
Missions Committee to designate $50,000 to repair and 
maintain our hospitality house. The remainder of this 
bequest has been placed in the Church Endowment 
Fund, to generate income year after year for the 
missions endeavors of our church.  
 From our church minutes of July 2002, the Missions 
Committee recommended that the church study the 
ministry possibilities and opportunities that the house 
be used as a temporary residence for missionaries 

who had returned to the states on furlough. 
After the study, in October 2002, the Building and 
Grounds Committee and Missions Committee 
recommended that the house be used as a hospitality 

 
 
ministry of the church to provide temporary 
residence to missionaries on furlough, ministers 
in transition or studying at Samford or Beeson, 
and others who needed temporary housing. 
And that a separate committee, the Hospitality 
House Committee, be established to oversee the 
use of the house. 
 

 That house is right next to our property, the sixth 
house from the corner of Shades Crest Road and 
Beaumont Drive. We acquired it in 1998 through the 
generosity of a church member who is no longer living. 
It was our second time to own it, as it was the original 
parsonage, which we sold off and had to pay more, of 
course, to get it back! 
  Through this property we have served missionaries, 
sabbatical pastors from Kenya and England, Passport 
Interns, our own staff short-term (Terre Johnson, Andy 
and Emily Farmer, the McBrayers), our own members 
and families in short-term crises and transitions, Jess and 
Sara Nix when they were newly married graduate 
students, Hurricane Katrina refugees for a year after the 

Women’s Bible Study Kickoff Morning Event, Saturday, August 25 

 

Phone 205-979-5920     Email martha@vhbc.com      Listen to Worship live on Sundays at vhbc.com     www.vhbc.com 

Women’s Bible study kickoff for 2018-19 will be on Saturday morning, 
August 25, at 10:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Calling all women! 
Join us for this time of fellowship and encouragement featuring our own 
Claudia Johnson speaking on “Pursuing A Deeper Relationship With 
Jesus.” Brunch will be served ($10, payable at the door). Child care is 
available. Please register at vhbc.com under Announcements. 

 
Jen Wilkin’s study for women, 1 Peter: A Living Hope 
in Christ, will begin on Sept. 9 with Sunday, 
Monday, and Tuesday small groups offered. Please 
sign up at church this week or use the form on our 
website to sign up and indicate whether you need 
child care (available for Monday morning group only).  

Deacon Ordination 

Sunday, September 9 

During 10:00 Worship 

Wednesday night 
schedule for children 
and preschoolers—
see page 3 

mailto:martha@vhbc.com
http://www.vhbc.com/index.htm
http://www.vhbc.com/announcements/2018/7/24/womens-bible-study-kickoff-august-25
http://www.vhbc.com/announcements/2018/7/27/womens-bible-study
http://www.vhbc.com/announcements/2018/7/27/womens-bible-study


 

 

Pastor’s article, continued from page 1 

storm, our own interns, and Beeson seminarians. Over 
these twenty years, this house has loved a lot of people. 
  It has been maintained by volunteers over these 
twenty years. Like any house, it has required upgrades 
and maintenance. Now is a good time to reflect 
together on the impact of this asset on lives and as an 
expression of our mission—often without much 

knowledge by the congregation. 
But a glance at all those names 
says a lot. Close to 100 people 
worldwide have come and 
stayed with us through the 
ministry of this house. Thanks 
be to God for this generous gift that 

will continue to offer welcome and respite for those 
who carry the message of Christ to the world! Legacy 
gifts enable our ministries to live on long after we do! 
 We also received a very generous gift from 
the estate of Barbara Messer Ebadi. Barbara was a 

part of the family of Judy Pittman and her mother, Edith 
Wood. Barbara was faithfully here all through the years of 
her life, and, like Lynn, was unobtrusively present. Many of 
you might not have known Barbara, but her faithfulness and 
spirit were very invested in this congregation. After her 
passing, this generous gift came to us and has been placed 
into the General Reserve Fund. 
 My wife Vickie once commented to me that generosity 
may be the most important character trait in another 
person. When I thought about it, I agreed with her. The 
happiest people I know give freely and joyfully for the good 
of others. They do this in their parenting, their friendships, 
their time, their means and their love. The opposite is also 
true—the most miserable souls I have ever known are those 
who “never have enough” and live life by never trusting 
others, never giving and always trying to come out “over” 
everybody else. They end up alone. Blessed are the 
generous, for their happiness lives on long after them! 
 

     Gary 

Betsy Lowery Celebrates Ten Years 
This summer, Betsy Lowery celebrated 
her tenth anniversary on our admini-
strative support staff. Over the past ten 
years, she has consistently and 
dependably  demonstra ted  her 
creativity, versatility, perseverance, 
quick wit, and helpful attitude. She has 
continued to expand her contributions 
to the work of the church office. In 
addition to serving for years as the 

ministry support person for our 
Student Minister and Preschool/
Children’s Minister, she now also 
assists our Minister of Discipleship and 
Missions. In the scope of her work she 
touches every age group and ministry 
of the church. From her quiet, steady 
creativity with getting the message of 
the church out through print and 
e lect ron ic  med ia  to  coax ing 
cooperation from confounding 

computers and office equipment, 
Betsy’s presence impacts the church 
office and membership daily. Her 
faithful devotion and engaging 
personality make her a joy to work 
with and a major contributor to the 
entire ministry of our church. This 
Sunday, August 19, we will recognize 
Betsy for her tenth anniversary on our 
staff. Take time this week to personally 
express your appreciation to her. 

Those who live 
trying to come 
out “over” 
everybody else  
end up alone. 

Home Improvements for Students in India 

As our own students and parents prepare 
for the school year to start again, there’s 
a small group of students 8,347 miles 
away who are enjoying their own version 
of new school supplies. Thanks to a 
partnership between our church and 
Awon Shanglai, a group of high schoolers 
and college students in Shillong, India are 
benefitting from a fresh, new installation 
of basic furniture for the Leimaroi Home 
students. Through our church’s generous 
missions giving, Awon hired young local 
carpenters and even the students 
themselves to build and paint study 
tables, book shelves, and storage racks. 
Rather than purchasing ready-made 
furnishings, Awon and her young 

students designed their own furniture to 
fit their unique needs and space.  
 

Awon writes, “Having the basic furniture 
makes their rooms tidier and improves 
their study.” Working as a family, Awon 
and her student residents are living out 
resourcefulness and good stewardship. 
Let’s continue to pray for Awon as she 
provides Christian discipleship in a 
caring, supportive home environment for 
these students as they study and grow in 
the days ahead.   
 

In addition to furniture projects, Awon 
engaged her 16 students in a letter 
writing exchange with VHBC adult and 

children’s Sunday School classes as well 
as RA and GA groups. Each VHBC group 
participated by sending along a letter to 
their assigned individual in the fall and 
again in the spring. The intent of the 
letter exchange centered around building 
a personal connection between our 
members and the students living in the 
Leimaroi Home. Awon reports that her 
students have grown through this project 
by improving their abilities to write and 
to express their thoughts. Just like letters 
among New Testament writers, our 
Shillong Letter Exchange promotes 
friendship and encouragement among 
believers who are united by Christ.  
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Members at Home 

Maxine Ammons 
Gerry Bragdon 
*Linda Brown 
Sam & Libby Brown 
Zelle Buckner 
Carolyn Cain 
Ann Dean 
Geri Dodson 
Bob Eskew 
Agnes Fuchs 
Janice Fulks 
Charlotte Kyser 
Al Lowery 
Wes Nastiuk 

 
Leon Nix 
Margaret Northrup 
Grace Oliver 
Nora Ousley 
Gaynell Pinson 
William Poe 
Jo Powell 
June Ritchey 
Ellen Smith 
*Tim Turner 
Sue Viirciglio 
Margaret Walker 
Bobbye Weaver 

Our Church Family: Prayer Concerns and more 

Welcome, New Members: 
Sara Binet 
95 Lucerne Blvd. 
Homewood, AL 35209 
 

Macey Carter 
1008 Rue Maison, Apt. C 
Homewood, AL 35209 
 

Sara Jane Hamilton 
1777 Old Creek Trail 
Birmingham, AL 35216 
 

Lilie VanGiessen 
4511 ButteWoods Lane 
Birmingham, AL 35242 
 

Kendall Warren 
2473 Kenvil Circle 
Birmingham, AL 35243 

Christian Sympathy to: 
 

The family of Joe Glawson, 
husband of Dale and grandfather of 
Sadie, in his death on August 2. 

Members in the Hospital 
*Milton Fullman, UAB, Rm. P532 

*Don Grigsby, Grandview, Rm. 926 

Mavis Hardy, Aspire, Rm. 214 

*Dianne Horn, surgery 8/17 at Brookwood 

*Betty Longshore, hip surgery 8/14 

*Daniel Whitt, Surgery 8/14 at St. Vincent’s 

Ministry Budget Offering 
Budget Needs This Year 
Budget Given This Year 
 
 

Permanent Endowment Fund 
 

Given To Date 
 

Hunger Offering Hours 
Toward goal of 2,018:   

$1,117,786
$961,868 

 
 

$329,494 
 

 
1,161 

August 22 
Lasagna, tossed salad, French 
bread, lemon pie 
 

Volunteers 
LaRue Speights, 
Christina Ellis 

August 29 
Poppy seed chicken, rice, green 
beans, apple ring, chocolate pudding 
 

Volunteers 
Bonnie Conn, 
Janice & Allen Fulks, 
Marilyn Tinnermon, 
 

We’ll start providing Sunday lunch for 
our college students on Sept.9. Our 
students, some of them far away from 
home for the first time extendedly, 
love being welcomed into homes to sit 
around the table and share stories, 
laugh, and have a great time of 
fellowship. Will you consider hosting 
a group of college students once this 
semester? All you need to do is go fill 
out a simple form on the website. 
Available dates: Sept.16, 30, Oct. 14, 
21, 28, Nov. 4, 11, 18, Dec. 2, 9. 
Please go to the form and sign up! 

College Lunch 

The Roundtable 
book discussion 

group will meet on Tuesday, Sept.4, 
at 10:30 in the Fireside Room. 
Ginny Bugg will review The Last 
Castle: The Epic Story of Love, Loss, 
and American Royalty in the Nation's 
Largest Home by Denise Kiernan. The 
Last Castle is a uniquely American 
saga of the man who created the 
Biltmore Estate--and the woman 
who saved it. Refreshments will be 
served. All are welcome! 

Roundtable 
September 
meeting 

First Graders, along with one parent 
per first grader, are invited to attend 
Worship Skills class on Sunday, Aug.19 
in the Fellowship Hall at 10 a.m.  
 

Bibles will be presented to First 
Graders in morning worship on 
Sunday, Aug.26.  

Attention, First Graders! 

Wednesday Nights for Children, 
5:30 - 7:00 p.m. 
  
Childcare for Babies-Threes 
opens at 5:30 in Room 109 and 
110. 

 
Music 5:30-6:15 p.m. 
Preschool 2/3: Room 110 (starts 
8/29) 
Fours/Kindergarten: Room 215 
Grades 1-3: Room 211 
Grades 4-6: Adult Choir Room 

 
continued at right 

 
Wednesday Nights for 
Children 
continued from left 
 
 
Mission Friends, GA, RAs 
6:15-7 p.m. 
Fours/Kindergarten: Room 210 
  
GA Grades 1-3: Room 216 
GA Grades 4-6: Room 214 
  
RAs Grades 1-3: Room 208 
RAs Grades 4-6: Room 213 

Wednesday Nights 
For Children 

http://www.vhbc.com/announcements/2018/7/19/ministry-opportunity-college-lunch
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 
Mike McBrayer, Minister of Discipleship and Missions 
 

Beth McGinnis, Organist 
 

Marty Watts, Minister of Music and Worship 

YOUR MINISTRY STAFF 
 

Gary A. Furr, Pastor 
 

K. Dennis Anderson, Administrative Pastor 
 

Nancy Akins, Minister to Preschool/Children 

 
 

Inside this issue 

√ Women’s Bible Study Kickoff August 25 

√ Fall women’s Bible study groups begin 
September 9 

√ Staff anniversary  

√ Worship Skills class for First Graders  

 

Next Variations is August 28. Please request 
space by Friday, August 24. 
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Week of August 23-29 
Saturday, August 25 
  10:00 Women’s Bible Study Kickoff 
  with brunch. Sign up at 
  vhbc.com 
Sunday, August 26 
    8:45 Bible Study 
  10:00 Worship Service—Grade 1 
  Bible presentation 
    5:00 YOSE—Youth 
    5:00 Missions Committee 
Monday, August 27 
  10:00 Lovelady Center Ministry 
    6:00 Student Minister Search 
  Committee 
Wednesday, August 29 
    6:30 Prayer Breakfast 
    4:30 Fellowship Supper 
    5:30 Music for PS3-Grade 6 
    6:00 Sessions for Adults 
    6:15 Mission Friends, G.A., R.A.s 
    7:00 Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 

Week of August 16-22 
Saturday, August 18 
    8:00 Flower Committee Workshop 
Sunday, August 19 
    8:45 Bible Study 
10:00 Worship Skills—1st Graders 
  with parent—Fellowship Hall 
  10:00 Worship Service—with 
  Communion 
    5:00 YOSE 
    6:00 Lovelady Center Ministry 
Monday, August 20 
  10:00 Lovelady Center Ministry 
    4:00 428—Youth 
    5:00 Samford A Capella Choir 
    6:00 Student Minister Search 
  Committee 
Wednesday, August 22 
    6:30 Prayer Breakfast 
    4:30 Fellowship Supper 
    5:30 Music for PS3-Grade 6 
    6:00 Sessions for Adults 
    6:15 Mission Friends, G.A., R.A.s 
    7:00 Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 

Volunteers in Service Week of August 19 
Deacons of the Week: Cathy Compher SUN., John Chandler WED. 
Counting Team: Alynn LeBerte, Jerry Pittman 
Flower Committee: Committee 
Shuttle Service: Julia Vines, John Wood 
Sound Technology: Youth 
 

Worship Care 
Babies   Mindy Bodenhamer, Billie Lochamy 
Preschool 1-2  Jack & Tricia Stevens 
Preschool 3  Brad & Rachel Farley 
4’s & Kindergarten Craig & Allison Youngblood 
Preschool Desk Dick Bodenhamer 
Children’s Desk Caroline Nordlund 
 

Volunteers in Service for Week of August 26 
Deacons of the Week: Mel Crowder SUN., Merryl Cooper WED. 
Counting Team: Taylor Burton, Steve White 
Flower Committee: Gay Caldwell, Jerrie Elliott 
Shuttle Service: Craig Youngblood, Dave Bamberg 
Sound Technology:  
 

Worship Care 
Babies    Meredith Hankins, Lisa Speegle 
Preschool 1-2  Kristy Carr, Kay Worley 
Preschool 3  Jennifer Carter, Melissa McBrayer  
4’s & Kindergarten Elizabeth McCarty, Scott McGinnis 
Preschool Desk Bob Lochamy 
Children’s Desk Courtney Pittman 

Special request! Several of our members voluntarily clear tables on 
Wednesday nights after we dismiss. They could use a hand from you in 
two ways! If you can stay after the midweek service and help, that 
would be wonderful. But you can also  “bus” your table EVERY 
WEDNESDAY NIGHT before you leave the Fellowship Hall. This 
means to remove all items from your table. Please place trash in the 
trash cans and items like salt, sugar, etc. on one table near the kitchen. 
This allows those who wipe down the tablecloths to get started much 
sooner! Thank you for taking a little of your time to help a large task get 
handled more quickly. 


