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     Investing in Grace 
 

Hope depends upon the capacity of a person to 
trust in the ultimate goodness of things rather than on 
the evidence of any particular moment’s appearance. 
That is important for the living of these days. In the 
fractures of our present politics, our divisions, our 
radical differences of how we see the same world, it is 
tempting to withdraw from the fray. It is also tempting 
to deepen the gulf. And neither of these options helps 
either us or the world. And it is not particularly useful 
to God’s kingdom in this moment. 

 

 
In his wonderful book Vanishing Grace: Sharing 

Real Grace with a Thirsty World, Philip Yancey 
writes that: 

 

Jesus had the uncanny ability to look at everyone 
with grace-filled eyes, seeing not only the beauty of 
who they were but also the sacred potential of what 
they could become. We his followers have the same 
challenge: “So from now on we regard no one from 
a worldly point of view,” Paul told the Corinthians. 
Evidently we are not doing likewise since many 
people think of faith, especially evangelical faith, as 
bad news. They believe Christians view them 
through eyes of judgment, not eyes of grace.  

Pledge Season: What Can a Church Do With $1,833,285? 
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What Can a Church Do With $1,833,285? 

 All of our 2019 budget requests have been submitted 
to the Budget Planning Committee. The total of the 
requests is $1,833,285. What can our church do if we 
fully pledge these requests? 

•The 2019 budget requests will allow the church to 
increase its missions involvement here in 
Birmingham and around the world. 

•The 2019 requests will allow the church to increase 
its connection and discipleship ministry with 
children and their families. 

•The 2019 requests will allow the church to increase 
its care and stewardship of its resources of 
facilities and property. 

•The 2019 requests will allow the church to establish 
a budget item for the General Reserve Fund for 
the first time since 2001. 

 

These requests are $35,673 more than our current 
budget.  That is a small 2% increase over our current 
budget.  Please pray about increasing your pledge this 
year by 2%.  

Only Two Sundays Left in Our Season of Pledging 
We are asking every member to consider pledging to our 
2019 ministries between now and Sunday, October 21.  
Thank you to all of you who have already pledged. 
 
You may turn in your pledge in any of the 
following ways: 

•Email the financial secretary with your pledge amount at 
karen@vhbc.com or pledge online by going to the church 
website, www.vhbc.com.   

•Mail your pledge to the Financial Office, 2600 Vestavia 
Drive, 35216. 

•Place your pledge card in the offering plate during the 
worship service. 

•Drop your pledge card in the little model church on 
October 21, when we celebrate our commitment day.  
We will invite everyone to come forward that day in a 
spirit of offering not only of pledges, but for those who 
have already made a financial pledge, we will offer prayers 
for our church, make commitments of time or involvement 
in a ministry or to a personal commitment for spiritual 
growth and dedication.  (continued on page 2) 
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Somehow we need to reclaim the “goodnewsness” of 

the gospel, and the best place to start is to rediscover 

the good news ourselves. 
 

It is not natural for us to see one another this way. We 
survive by a healthy suspicion of all but those who clearly love us 
or have demonstrated they will not con us, use us or manipulate 
us to make a buck or sometimes even for simple apparent cruelty. 
We warn our children of the risk of strangers. Our media 
heightens our sense of constant threat by others to our well-
being. This suspicion of others is not without reasonable 
experience to back it up. Unfortunately, it cannot accomplish 
very much in the way of turning the tide of disintegration of 
human life. 

Consider, for a moment, the calmness of Jesus, who in 
every situation that could have brought distress or anxiety—
death, disease, mental disintegration, political threats, 
abandonment by family and friends, even finally the loss of his 
own life—kept clear. He seemed to see something else in the 
outcasts and even in his enemies that they could not see 
themselves. 

I think that’s what Paul was writing about in 2 Corinthians 5 
when he described this “ministry of reconciliation” that has been 
given us. It is the ability to “see like Jesus” in the midst of a very 
turbulent life. Ours is the ministry of grace. It is our privilege to 
express it to one another and to others who have all but 
abandoned hope that such a way could truly exist. I see it in the 
tenderness of all of you in the face of death, dying and personal 
troubles. Faith abides. 

As we come to our time of pledging together for this year, I 
resolve more deeply that what we are committing to together is 
not merely a place to worship or programs to occupy our time, 
but to the ministry of grace and to providing new eyes for 
everyone we can—the eyes to see as Jesus saw. I am more 
grateful for this vision than ever.  

The place where this wonderful message of grace can be 
effective is when we first believe it for ourselves and then begin 
to share it with others. We trust that in spite of our failings, 
brokenness, self-doubts and fears, such grace thrives precisely 
when it seems most preposterous from the appearance of things 
around us. Such a grace is worth a life.  
 

   Gary 

Pastor’s article, from page 1 

“Fall Serve” on Saturday, October 20 
Gather in the Fellowship Hall at 8:30 to Options: Assemble 
meal packs in 1- or 2-hour shifts, do light repairs or yardwork at 
church members’ homes, visiting with our friends at Bethany 
Home or Lovelady Center. Different activities may conclude at 
different times, but all will be completed between 11:00 and 
12:00. Please complete the form at vhbc.com to sign up. Youth 
and children are welcome to participate with parents. If you 
would like a team to come to your house to help with fix-it jobs 
or yard work, contact the church office. 

Church-wide Winter Retreat 2019! 
 

Theme 
Everyday Psalms 
Our life of faith takes us down many a varied road, with twists 
and turns, peaks, valleys and plateaus. Along the way, we can 
rely on the Psalms to meet us where we are with relevant and 
life-giving substance. 
 

• Bible study sessions for adults, youth, and children 

• Time to relax and visit with friends new and old 

• Optional free-time activities for all ages 
 

When & Where 
January 26-27, 2019 (Jan. 25-27 for Youth) 
Shocco Springs Retreat Center 
 

Accommodations 
All rooms in the adult lodge are hotel style with two queen 
beds. Youth lodge has single beds.  
 

Registration 
Youth: $70 
Adults (double occupancy): $70 
Adults (single occupancy): $100 
Children (Age 3-6th grade): $20 
Three meals are included. Register yourself or your family 
with a $50 deposit at the sign-up table or in the office. 
 

Bible Study Leaders 

• Samford University professor Dr. Jeff Leonard (adults) 

• Stephen Ingram of Ministry Architects (youth) 

• Kathryn Scruggs Scoggins (older children) 

• Jenny Henry (younger children) 

• Gilda Coker (ages 3-5) 
 

Schedule 
We start with check-in on Saturday at 9 a.m. and adjourn at 
10:45 a.m. on Sunday. Full schedule is on vhbc.com now. 

Pledge Season from page 1 

•Bring your pledge card into the office and give it directly to 

our financial secretary, Karen Caputo. 
 

If you need information from the Financial Office, such as the 
amount of your current pledge, call 979-5920.  You may pledge 
anytime between now and Sunday, October 21.  Together, we 
can insure the foundations of our ministry together for this 
next year.  
 

Our pledge total as of Monday’s mail is $901,580. 
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Members at Home 

Maxine Ammons 
Gerry Bragdon 
Sam & Libby Brown 
Zelle Buckner 
Carolyn Cain 
Louise Cunningham 

*Ellis Czachowski 

Ann Dean 
Geri Dodson 
*Suzanne Dupree 
Bob Eskew 
Agnes Fuchs 
Milton Fullman 
Robin Johnson 
Charlotte Kyser 
 

 
Al Lowery 
*Susan Merrill 
Wes Nastiuk 
Leon Nix 
Margaret Northrup 
Grace Oliver 
Nora Ousley 
Gaynell Pinson 
William Poe 
Jo Powell 
Sue Virciglio 
*Betty Wallis 
Margaret Walker 
Bobbye Weaver 

Our Church Family: Prayer Concerns and more 

Members in the Hospital 
 

Congratulations to: 
Marianna Madden in the birth of 
twin grandsons. “Mason” James 
Madden and Joshua “Brock” 
Madden were born September 24. 
Proud parents are James and Maria 
Madden 

Ministry Budget Offering 
Budget Needs This Year 
Budget Given This Year 
 
 

Permanent Endowment Fund 
 

Given To Date 
 

Hunger Offering Hours 
Toward goal of 2,018:   

$1,382,778
$1,182,325 

 
 

$339,939 
 

 
1,381 

October 17 

Ham, field peas, sweet 
potatoes, Jell-O/cookie 
 

Volunteers 
Judy Schlegel, 
JoAnneDelohery, 
LaRue Speights, 
Christina Ellis 

October 24 
Roast beef, potatoes au gratin, 
green beans, corn bread, 
apple pie 
 

Volunteers 
Marilyn Tinnermon, Allen & 
Janice Fulks, Bonnie Conn 
 

Wednesday Sessions at 6:00 

October 10 & 17 
Hymn Writing Workshop 
Minister of Music Marty Watts leads 
us in a two-session workshop about 
the creative process of writing a 
hymn text. No prior poetry writing 
or musical knowledge is required. 

Christian Sympathy to: 
Laura Norris in the death of her 
sister-in-law, JoAnn Hicks, on 
September 25.  
 

George Ritchey in the death of his 
wife, June, on October 3. 
 

Martha Eskew and family in the 
death of her sister, Margie 
McIntosh, on October 4. 

Baptist Women’s World Day of Prayer 
Monday, November 5, 2018, 10:00 a.m. 
Chapel, Vestavia Hills Baptist Church 
Theme: Arise, Shine…through Unity and 
Justice 
 

WMU of Birmingham Baptist Association 
invites all women to join in prayer on this day 
for women around the world. Baptist World 
Alliance Women connects Baptist women 
globally. Seven Continental Unions represent 
193 national Baptist women’s organizations 
from 153 countries.  
 

We will also gather an offering for 
scholarships for women to attend the Baptist 
Women’s Leadership Conference, Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil, July 17-20, 2020. The 
Birmingham Baptist Association WMU goal: 
$1,000. This will help one woman attend this 
conference. 
 

Contact Sheryl Buckner for more information. 

Thank you 
Precious church family, 
There are no words sufficient to express 
our appreciation and love for Vestavia 
Hills Baptist Church. Major so enjoyed 
being a part of this community, getting to 
know you and hear your stories. Your 
calls, cards, food, and comforting 
presence have sustained us during this sad 
time.  However, as Major knew well, 
“death has no dominion” and the God who 
is, was, and is to come is faithful. Thank 
you for being the presence of Christ in our 
lives. 

 

 With much gratitude, 
 LaRue Speights and the Binet family 

Thank you 
Mavis and I want to tell you how 
much we appreciate all the 
kindness and loving care we have 
received from Sunday School 
classes, staff, and many other for 
your calls, cards, gifts of flowers 
and food during her time in the 
hospital and rehab. We thank God 
and you for being a part of such a 
loving and caring fellowship. 
 

  Bob and Mavis Hardy 

Thank you 
It is during challenging times that we can 
truly see the hand of God on our lives. 
Thank you for your prayers, concern and 
love this past week during Bobby’s 
unexpected stay in the hospital. You lifted 
us in prayer and God’s mercy and healing 
are evident. Praises be! 
 

  Gratefully, 
  Bobby and Susan Driggers 

In your newsletter insert please find full-

sized images from October 6 and 7 

Music Ministry events! 
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Mike McBrayer, Minister of Discipleship and Missions 
 

Beth McGinnis, Organist 
 

Marty Watts, Minister of Music and Worship 

YOUR MINISTRY STAFF 
 

Gary A. Furr, Pastor 
 

K. Dennis Anderson, Administrative Pastor 
 

Nancy Akins, Minister to Preschool/Children 
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space by Friday, October 19. 
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Week of October 18-24     
Saturday, October 20 
    8:30 “Fall Serve” day         
Sunday, October 21 
    8:45 Bible Study 
  10:00 Worship Service—Pledge Day 
    3:30 Ladies’ Bible Study 
    5:00 Ladies’ Bible Study 
    5:00 YOSE—Youth 
Monday, October 22 
    9:30 Ladies’ Bible Study 
  10:00 Lovelady Center Ministry 
    6:00 Student Minister Search 
  Committee 
Tuesday, October 23 
    9:30 International Friends 
  11:30 Prayer for Global Missions 
    6:30 Ladies’ Bible Study 
Wednesday, October 24 
    6:30 Prayer Breakfast 
  10:30 Pastor’s Bible Study 
    4:30 Fellowship Supper 
    5:30 Music for PS3-Grade 6 
    6:00 Sessions for Adults 
    6:00 Youth Activities 
    6:15 Mission Friends, G.A., R.A.s 
    7:00 Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 

Week of October 11-17 
Sunday, October 14 
    8:45 Bible Study 
  10:00 Worship Service 
    3:30 Ladies’ Bible Study 
    5:00 Deacons Meeting 
    5:00 Ladies’ Bible Study 
    5:00 YOSE—Youth 
Monday, October 15 
    8:00 Church of the Reconciler 
    9:30 Ladies’ Bible Study 
  10:00 Lovelady Center Ministry 
    4:00 428—Youth 
    6:00 Student Minister Search 
  Committee 
Tuesday, October 16 
    9:30 International Friends 
    6:30 Ladies’ Bible Study 
Wednesday, October 17 
    6:30 Prayer Breakfast 
  10:30 Pastor’s Bible Study 
    4:30 Fellowship Supper 
    5:30 Music for PS3-Grade 6 
    6:00 Sessions for Adults 
    6:00 Youth Activities 
    6:15 Mission Friends, G.A., R.A.s 
    7:00 Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 

Volunteers in Service Week of October 14 
Deacons serving: Matt Hutcheson SUN., Kevin Jaquess WED. 
Counting Team: Christine Pridgen, Allen Fulks 
Flower Committee: Becky Best 
Shuttle Service: John Wood, David Bamberg  
Sound Technology: Hal David, Pete LeBerte 
 

Worship Care 
Babies    Sharon Hartzog, Jane Helms   
Preschool 1-2  Brandi Brownell, Betsy Stockdale 
Preschool 3  Ashley Hattaway, Julia Vines 
4’s & Kindergarten Cathy Donze, Kathryn Stewart 
Preschool Desk Virginia Wood 
Children’s Desk Mel Crowder 
 

Volunteers in Service for Week of October 21 
Deacons serving: Rachel Jordan SUN., Don Lingle WED. 
Counting Team: Alynn LeBerte, Jerry Pittman 
Flower Committee: Committee 
Shuttle Service: Tommy Cherry, Mike Craddock 
Sound Technology: Norfleete Day, Dan McMurray 
 

Worship Care 
Babies   Mindy Bodenhamer, Billie Lochamy 
Preschool 1-2  Jack & Tricia Stevens 
Preschool 3  Brad & Rachel Farley 
4’s & Kindergarten Craig & Allison Youngblood 
Preschool Desk Dick Bodenhamer 
Children’s Desk Caroline Nordlund 

Save the date! 
Veterans Day Luncheon 
Friday, November 9 at 12:00 Noon 
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College Lunch. Our students are invited to the home of Jason and Merryl 
Cooper for lunch this Sunday, October 14. Please host a group of college students for 

Sunday lunch once this semester! Our students love being welcomed into homes to sit around the table 
and share, laugh & visit. Available dates: October 21, 28, November 4, December 2, 9. Please go to the 
form at vhbc.com and sign up! 

Extra 

Last Saturday’s “bonus 
rehearsal” by Sanctuary 
Choir promises to be 
reflected in the December 9 
Christmas presentation. 

A scene from October 7’s kick-off 
rehearsal of the VHBC Orchestra, 

a new venture of the Music 
Ministry! Contact Marty Watts if 

you’d like to get connected with the 
music ministry. 



 

 

Special schedule note: we will not have 
any evening activities on Wednesday, 
October 31. 

Extra 

Have you checked out the VHBC Library lately?   
New items include David the Great by Mark Rutland. David was a man after God’s own heart and much, 
much more. Dr. Mark Rutland takes the reader beyond shepherd boy and king into the life of a hero, 
madman, mercenary, leader, father and politician. Also, inserted throughout the book are life and 
leadership principles. This book is highly recommended for Christian men. 
 

Your church Library Committee recently installed an accessible, automated check-out and return 
system. Please visit to Library to access a wealth of resources! 

Prayer for Global Missions is  meeting on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays. Next 

meeting is October 23. Additional dates are November 13, 27, and December 
11. Learn and pray with us at 11:30 a.m. in the Chapel, led by Mavis Hardy. 
Bring a sandwich/lunch and stay for a time of fellowship afterward. Coffee, tea 
and water are provided. 

Canned Fruit Collection on Children's Sabbath, Oct. 28 

Our children will sing about the fruit of the Spirit during morning worship 
on Children ’s Sabbath, October 28. Join us in observing Children ’s 
Sabbath by donating canned fruit (no glass or plastic containers) to the 
Community Food Bank. Please bring your donation of canned fruit (no 
glass or plastic containers, please) to the main 
foyer on Sunday, October 28! Thank you.  


