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Advent observance at Vestavia Hills Baptist Church 

“With One Accord” 
Sunday, December 9 at 10:00 AM 
Worship with us as our Sanctuary Choir presents 
music of the season. 
 
Children Sing in Morning Worship 
Sunday, December 16 at 10:00 AM 
The joyous sounds of children will lift our hearts 
in worship. 
 

“Come See the Baby” 
Christmas Eve, Monday, December 24 at 4:30 PM 
Families with young children will make the 
Christmas story come alive in this interactive 
celebration of Jesus’ birth. 

Christmas Eve Communion Service 
Monday, December 24 at 8:00 PM 
Make communion by candlelight part of your 
Christmas tradition. Child care for birth to age 3. 

continued inside 

The Shepherd’s e-Ncourager   — Dr. Gary A. Furr 
 

    
   Advent Invitation  
    
 Perhaps, like me, you love the season of Advent 
when we focus on the coming of Christ to the earth 
and also on a time of spiritual reflection. Last 
Sunday our Children’s building was filled with 
activity and with learning about Christmas and its 
meaning. Our Hanging of the Green service got us 
into the spirit for the journey! 

 
 This coming Sunday is one of my favorite days 
of this part of the year. Our choir and 
musicians present “With One Accord” in the 
sanctuary at 10:00 a.m. It promises to be a 
wonderful and inspiring morning. I ask only two 
 

 
things of our members: one, come if you are able, 
to fill the sanctuary and to support our choir and 
players; two, help us spread the word. If you are 
on Facebook, take a moment to “share” this 
event on your page, on Twitter, on other 
social media. Invite someone who is alone this 
Christmas to come with you. Post it, like it, email 
it. “Go tell it on the mountain.” Help us overflow 
our space and lift hearts. Can you help us spread the 
word?  
 

New Year Renewal 
 In my sermon Sunday, and in my thoughts in 
recent months, I have been thinking about 
spiritual renewal — mine, my church, my 
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community and my nation. It was inspired during our 
summer vacation experience. Vickie and I went on a 
Rhodes Scholar trip to the homes of President and Mrs. 
Roosevelt and to related sites in New York. We went to 
West Point and to the site of George Washington’s 
headquarters on the Hudson River at the end of the 
American Revolution. We studied the 1930s and ’40s 
when our country faced so many challenges—the Dust 
Bowl, the Great Depression, world war—when the 
challenges exceeded those of the present moment.  
 The death of President George H.W. Bush has been 
a moment of reminder of that time. When George W. 
Bush accepted the Republican presidential nomination 
in 2000, he said, “My father was the last president of a 
great generation.” His biographer, Jon Meacham, said of 
him that “his life was spent in the service of his nation, 
and his spirit of conciliation, common sense and love of 
country will stand him in strong stead through the ebbs 
and flows of posterity’s judgment.” 
 I have been asking, “What is our present moment 
asking of us?” We are too prone to hold ourselves back 
from one another and to speak of what others have or 
haven’t done. But where is that request from our 
moment of testing, the inspiration to sacrifice for the 
greater good of all? What can unite us and renew us? 
 I certainly am not in a position to know this for our 
nation, but I can ask it of myself. What am I willing to 

Permanent Endowment Fund update, from page 1 

Winter Retreat Registration. You still have 

time to sign up for the church-wide retreat for adults, 
youth, and children. Dates: January 26-27 (Jan. 25-27 
for youth). Please visit our website for cost and sign-
up form. You may sign up with your $50 deposit now 
through December 2, but don’t delay! Housing in the 
main block of rooms is almost at capacity. 

December 12. Guest leader Jeff Leonard, 
“Rethinking the Psalms.” Few books of the Bible rival 
the Psalms for sheer joy of reading and study. As we 
step back, though, from those familiar passages we 
have learned along the way, what exactly are Psalms 
and what place did they have in the life of ancient 
Israel? In this study, we’ll dive into the Psalter with 
just these questions in mind. 
 
December 19. Together for Christmas 

give, to offer, to dedicate that moves past my own 
selfishness, my temptations to wring my hands and to 
complain? What great and transforming idea can ask 
something great of me? I have given much of my life to 
the church in the belief that Christ’s church, however 
imperfect, is an instrument of such a possibility. 
Through its life I can be part of something larger than 
us all—God’s healing vision for creation (Romans 8). 
 I am seeking in the New Year ahead for spiritual 
renewal to be at the top of my list. In January, we will 
begin with a special emphasis together called 
“Bring the Book.” For those four weeks, even if you 
normally bring the Bible on your phone or iPad, I ask 
you to “bring the book,” a visible symbol of our 
rededication to the scriptures. On those four Sundays, 
leading up to our church-wide retreat, we will look at 
and preach from the four gospels. The Jesus story is the 
foundation of the church. It is our greatest gift to the 
rest of humanity. 
 Throughout the year, we will offer retreat, 
renewal and inspirational opportunities to reconnect 
and to get engaged in God’s reconciling mission, 
including a very special emphasis during Lent. As we 
continue in worship and prayer for Advent, pray for 
our church and for God’s blessing on our journey 
together. 
 

      Gary 

VHBC Mom’s Retreat  
6 p.m. Friday, February 22, 2019 – 2 p.m. Saturday, 
February 23, 2019 at the 4-H Center in Columbiana. 
Contact Nancy Akins if you plan to attend. 

2018 Advent Calendar of Devotions by Sue Mink. 

About a dozen copies of this resource remain available from 

the church office. Please email betsy@vhbc.com or call 979-

5920 if you would like a copy. Step into the world of Mary 

and Joseph as they anticipate the birth of Jesus. 

2018 Week of Prayer for International 
Missions. Thursday, December 6, 2018 at National 

WMU, 100 Missionary Ridge. From 9:30-Noon with 
schedule of prayer conference, cultural experience, 
gift shop and more. RSVP requested. Details on 
vhbc.com. 
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*added this Variations 

Members at Home 

Maxine Ammons 
Sam & Libby Brown 
Zelle Buckner 
Bill Bugg 
Carolyn Cain 
Louise Cunningham 
Ann Dean 
Geri Dodson 
*George Elliott 
Bob Eskew 
Agnes Fuchs 
Milton Fullman 
Charlotte Kyser 
Al Lowery 
Susan Merrill 
 

 
Wes Nastiuk 
Leon Nix 
Margaret Northrup 
Grace Oliver 
Nora Ousley 
Jim Parks 
Gaynell Pinson 
William Poe 
Jo Powell 
Sue Virciglio 
Betty Wallis 
Margaret Walker 
Bobbye Weaver 

Our Church Family: Prayer Concerns and notices 

Members in the Hospital 
 

Ministry Budget Offering 
Budget Needs This Year 
Budget Given This Year 
 
 

Permanent Endowment Fund 
 

Given To Date 
 

Hunger Offering Hours 
Toward goal of 2,018:   

$1,647,811
$1,361,526 

 
 

$614,102 
 

 
1,785 

December 12 
Salisbury steak, creamed 
potatoes, green beans, apple 
ring, assorted desserts 
  

Volunteers 
Judy Schlegel, JoAnne 
Delohery, Rosemary Bamberg, 
Mindy Bodenhamer 

December 19 
Breakfast for supper 
 
 

Volunteers 
Marilyn Tinnermon, 
Allen Fulks, LaRue Speights, 
Christina Ellis 

IMPORTANT MESSAGE 
ABOUT YEAR-END GIVING 

 

ONLY 4 MORE SUNDAYS FOR 2018 
PLEDGES & GIFTS 
 There are only 4 more Sundays this year 
to give your tithes and offering through 
your church. Let’s all finish the year with 
our pledges paid in full. 
  
STOCK GIFTS: GIVING THAT GOES 
FURTHER 
  Many members of VHBC tithe by 
giving appreciated stock.  You may give to 
the 2018 or 2019 budgets, to missions 
offerings, or to the Endowment Fund. If 
you want to give stock, please contact the 
financial office, 979-5920. 
 Appreciated stock is a good way to 
tithe, because capital gains taxes are not 
assessed and your contribution goes 
further. 
  
GOING OUT OF TOWN? MAIL IN 
GIFTS. 
  Many of our members will be out of 
town visiting their families during the 
Christmas season.  Before you leave, mail 

or bring in your final gifts.  You can 
mail in your offerings and they will 
be properly credited on the financial 
records, but they must be 
postmarked (not just mailed) in 2018 
to be credited to your 2018 
contribution record.  
 For your convenience, the 
Church Finance Office will be open 
from 10:30 a.m. until 5:30 p.m. 
on Monday, December 31, to 
accept contributions for the 
year 2018.   

Minister to Students Search Committee Report 
 

December 3, 2018 
The search committee is continuing to work hard on behalf of the church 
to find a Minister to Students. We have twice identified a preferred 
candidate who subsequently withdrew from the process. While the 
outcome has been disappointing, we have seen repeated affirmations that 
God is working through our committee, and we are confident that God 
will guide us to the man or woman He has in mind for our church.  
Following is a list of activities we’ve accomplished since kicking off our 
process on in May. We have: 

Received and reviewed 35 resumes 
Conducted 3 listening sessions with church members 
Held 17 committee meetings 
Communicated through numerous group emails and texts 
Made numerous screening phone calls and reference checks 
Conducted six video conference interviews and three in-person 

interviews 
 

We appreciate your prayers and ask that you continue to remember our 
committee members, our students and their families, and the unnamed 
candidates. Our committee appreciates your patience, support and the 
many words of encouragement you have offered. We are especially 
grateful for the exceptional work that Elise Pittman is doing with our 
students. VHBC’s student ministry is in a good place.  

continued from previous column 
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Mike McBrayer, Minister of Discipleship and Missions 
 

Beth McGinnis, Organist 
 

Marty Watts, Minister of Music and Worship 
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Gary A. Furr, Pastor 
 

K. Dennis Anderson, Administrative Pastor 
 

Nancy Akins, Minister to Preschool/Children 

 

 

Inside this issue 

√ Advent continues with Choir, Orchestra 
and Handbells presenting “With One 
Accord” on Dec. 9 

√ Search Committee report, page 3 

√ End-of-year giving information 

 

Next Variations is December 18 and will 
cover a period of 3 weeks. Please request 
space by Friday, December 14.  
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Week of December 6-12 
Thursday, December 6 
    9:30 Week of Prayer event at WMU 
  (see article at vhbc.com) 
Sunday, December 9 
    8:45 Bible Study 
  10:00 Worship Service—Second 
  Sunday of Advent. “With One 
  Accord” - see page 1 
  11:00 New Member/Outreach 
  Committee 
    5:00 YOSE 
Monday, December 10 
  10:00 Lovelady Center Ministry 
Tuesday, December 11 
    9:00 Food Bank Packing 
    9:30 International Friends 
  11:30 Prayer for Global Missions 
Wednesday, December 12 
    6:30 Prayer Breakfast 
  10:30 Pastor’s Bible Study 
    4:30 Fellowship Supper 
    5:30 Music for PS3-Grade 6 
    6:00 RAs (4th-6th) to Firehouse Shelter 
    6:00 Sessions for Adults 
    6:00 Youth Activities 
    6:15 Mission Friends, GA, RAs 
    7:00 Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 

Volunteers in Service Week of December 9 
Deacons serving: Roger Bates SUN., Mindy Bodenhamer WED. 
Counting Team: Mike Craddock, Don Baker 
Shuttle Service: Hal David, Tony Giles 
Sound Technology: Allen Fulks, Norfleete Day 
 

Worship Care 
Babies    Meredith Hankins, Jane Helms   
Preschool 1-2  Brandi Brownell, Betsy Stockdale 
Preschool 3  Ashley Hattaway, Julia Vines 
4’s & Kindergarten Cathy Donze, Kathryn Stewart 
Preschool Desk Virginia Wood 
Children’s Desk Jay McFarland 
    

Volunteers in Service for Week of December 16 
Deacons serving: Bob Bradley SUN., Brandi Brownell WED. 
Counting Team: Christine Pridgen, Allen Fulks 
Shuttle Service: Bill Dupree, Sharon Hartzog 
Sound Technology: Mike Wells, Hal David 
 

Worship Care 
Babies   Mindy Bodenhamer, Billie Lochamy 
Preschool 1-2  Jack & Tricia Stevens 
Preschool 3  Brad & Rachel Farley 
4’s & Kindergarten Craig & Allison Youngblood 
Preschool Desk Laura Tadlock 
Children’s Desk Caroline Nordlund 
   

Week of December 13-19 
Sunday, December 16 
    8:45 Bible Study 
  10:00 Worship Service—Third 
  Sunday of Advent, Children’s 
  Choirs sing 
    3:00 Book Signing (see below) 
    5:00 YOSE 
Monday, December 17 
    8:00 Church of the Reconciler 
  10:00 Lovelady Center Ministry 
    4:00 428—Youth  
Tuesday, December 18 
    9:30 International Friends 
Wednesday, December 19 
    6:30 Prayer Breakfast 
  10:30 Pastor’s Bible Study 
    4:30 Fellowship Supper 
    6:00 Together for Christmas  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Book Signing Sunday afternoon, December 16. Please join us in 

celebrating the publication of Gifts from Mexia: My Small Alabama Hometown, 
by Dr. Gwen McCorquodale, on Sunday, December 16, 3 to 5 p.m. in the 
church foyer. Many of you have delighted in hearing her stories from where 
she grew up. Some of those stories have been compiled in this publication. 
You may purchase her book on Amazon or at Barnes and Noble. We will also 
have some available on site.  Hosted by Gwen’s family and friends. 


