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The Shepherd’s e-Ncourager   — Dr. Gary A. Furr 

     Jesus Time 
 

Lent is an observance of “time.” Actually, the entire 
year is a series of “times” to which we keep calling 
attention. We mark time, not merely as present and 
future and past, but as significant, or to give perspective 
to it.  

The world we live in is obsessed with itself. That 
leads it to distort reality—to believe that its present 
moments are the most important that humanity has ever 
faced. Think about all the exaggerations we hear from 
commentators on our times—“this is the greatest 
achievement…” or “this is the worst corruption…” or 
that we face crises so great that there is no hope. 

All of those things may be, but that is not how the 
great tradition of Christian faith tends to look at time. 
Eternity broke into time in the first century A.D. in 
what surely was one of the most dismal of times from 
outward appearances—cities full of poverty and  vast 

 

 
numbers of people living under the thumb of the Roman 
Empire, staggering numbers of them as slaves without 
hope of a future. The gospel begins from a story of an 
unarmed man with little more than His teachings and 
innate authority. The crowds came from everywhere for 
three years, for they sensed something in Him bigger 
than his outward appearance, an authority and power to 
heal and restore lives. It ended on Good Friday, but 
then it didn’t.  

Lent is walking along, remembering this wry smile 
about the way things seem. Just when it appears most 
desperate, something unexpected comes from God. 
This is the power of the gospel, causing us to look a bit 
out of step with the times. So we rejoice in trouble, 
hope in sorrow, go to work when people insist it’s a 
waste of time. We invest when fear is everywhere, help 
others when it’s every selfish person for themselves, 
love when hate seems to triumph. 
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Join us on Wednesdays at 6:00 in the Fellowship Hall as our outstanding guests continue to lead. 

Wednesday Night Lenten Renewal Series Continues 

 

March 20 
“Wonders Along the Way” - 
Kate Campbell, singer/songwriter 
and daughter of a Baptist preacher, 
raised during the core of the Civil 
Rights Movement of the 1960s. Her 
music and songs continue to inspire 

and excite a growing and engaged audience.  
 
 

April 3 
“Ending Hunger: A Redeemed Hope 
for Feeding the World” -  
Dr. Jenny Dyer, Founder of The 2030 
Collaborative, directing the Faith-Based 
Coalition for Healthy Mothers and 
Children Worldwide.  

 

April 10 
“Closing the Distance” 
Dan Haseltine, 
Lead singer/Primary songwriter for the 
three-time GRAMMY™ winning band Jars 
of Clay. Dan has written 17 #1 radio singles. He is a 
producer, film/television composer, and music 
supervisor.  

Spring Break and Holy Week bring  
schedule changes 
 

Monday-Friday, March 25-29, Spring Break; 
no Wednesday activities on March 27. 
 

Continued on page 3 
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It’s a strange story, this one. But it’s better than any 
story offered in its place. When things seem their worst, 
we teach each other to look for God to come along. It’s an 
invitation to hope, not irrationally, but as a matter of trust 
in our experience and story. Again and again, God acts and 
we see it. Why would this be different? Continue to live 
faithfully, do what is right, obey the words He gave us. The 
best is yet to come. That is the Bible’s final word. 

 

Prayer Breakfast this Wednesday, March 20, 6:30 a.m. 
We welcome Dr. Chris Crain, Executive Director of 

the Birmingham Baptist Association, as our guest speaker at 
Prayer Breakfast. The Birmingham Association is one of the 
ways we work together with other Baptists to do ministry 
together in our city. Come and join us. 

 

Thank You, Betsy Lowery 
 Amid Dennis’ retirement celebrations, we also mark a 
fond farewell to Betsy Lowery from our support staff. I 
am so appreciative of her commitment to Christ, her hard 
work to provide this newsletter through the years, handling 
our website and so many, many other tasks. We are so 
fortunate to have such a hard-working team, and Betsy has 

Pastor’s article, continued from page 1 

been the support staff member for the Student ministers 
and for Nancy in Preschool and Children’s ministries. It’s a 
big job, and she has worked faithfully to carry it out. Betsy 
is a dedicated and talented individual who has pursued a 
writing avocation and now is leaving us to devote more 
time to her writing gifts. We wish her all joy and success 
in her future, and we remain her friend. Thank you, Betsy! 
 Next week, Brittni Scott will begin work as our new 

Administrative Assistant. Be sure to join me in welcoming 

Brittni to our office!  

 

      Gary 

Personnel Committee Congratulates Dr. Dennis Anderson upon the Occasion of his Retirement 

March 17, 2019 
Dear Dennis, 
 

On behalf of the members and staff of 
Vestavia Hills Baptist Church, the 
Personnel Committee would like to 
offer our congratulations on your 
retirement, as well as our deepest 
gratitude for your 47 years of ministry. 
Today, we take time to honor you, 
recognize your accomplishments, and 
bless your future endeavors. 
 

As our Administrative Pastor, you have 
blessed our church for 34 years with 
your humble leadership, heartfelt 
ministry, and a deep love of the Lord. 
You have served us with the upmost 
professionalism. Your superb attention 
to detail has been invaluable, always 
keeping the ministries and activities of 
our church organized and on schedule. 
We have been amazed by your ability 

to answer every question and address 
every issue with our facility, 
committees, budget, and staff. 
 

When I met with our staff last year to 
discuss your retirement, I was touched 
by how profoundly you have 
ministered to and mentored them.  
Many spoke of your commitment and 
availability to them, always taking time 
to coach, give advice, and listen. 
Likewise, our members have always 
found their way to your office not only 
for church business, but also for 
counseling, conversation, and laughter. 
The great love that our staff and 
members have for you is a testament to 
your servant’s heart. 
 

Your ministry has been a tremendous 
asset to our church and your presence 
on our church staff will be missed. We 

will forever remember your dedication 
to our church, your perseverance 
during difficult times, and your 
infectious laughter.  
 

Congratulations again on your 
retirement. We hope that the years 
ahead are filled with wonderful new 
adventures for you and Karen. We are 
thankful that both of you will continue 
to be a part of our church family, and 
we look forward to continuing our 
relationship with you.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
Personnel Committee 
Vestavia Hills Baptist Church 
 
Jan Deagon (Chair) 
Ed Whatley 
Jennifer Jaquess 

Spring Serve Day 
 

Saturday, April 13 
Food packing, visiting, yard 
work, painting at Firehouse 
Shelter...please sign up now 

at vhbc.com 

http://www.vhbc.com/announcements/2019/03/18/fspring-serve
http://www.vhbc.com/announcements/2019/03/18/fspring-serve


 

 

*added this Variations 

Members at Home 

*Maxine Ammons 
*Sam & Libby Brown 
Zelle Buckner 
Carolyn Cain 
Louise Cunningham 
Ann Dean 
Geri Dodson 
George Elliott 
Bob Eskew 
Esther Evans 
Milton Fullman 
Sarah Page Harvey 
*Lottie Jacks 
Charlotte Kyser 
*Les & Betty Longshore 
Al Lowery 
Susan Merrill 
Cherri Morriss 
 

 
Leon Nix 
Margaret Northrup 
Grace Oliver 
Nora Ousley 
*Lynn Owens 
Carrie Anna Pearce 
Gaynell Pinson 
William Poe 
*Hayden Speegle 
Ann Steppe 
Tom & Cathy Stewart 
*Daniel Tilford 
Sue Virciglio 
Margaret Walker 
Betty Wallis 
Bobbye Weaver 

Our Church Family: Prayer Concerns and notices 

Members in the Hospital 
Agnes Fuchs, Aspire (Hoover), Rm. 204 
Ruford Hodges, Spain Rehab, Rm. 428 

April 3 

Baked chicken, rice, broccoli/carrots, 

apple ring, lemon pie 
 

Volunteers 

Sue Edfeldt, Ann Knight, 
Pat Cooper, Jerolyn Phillips 

Congratulations to: 
David and Claudia Johnson on the 
birth of a grandson, Geoffrey 
Grantham “Grant” Johnson on 
March 4. Proud parents are Geoff 
and Katie Johnson. 

Christian Sympathy to: 
Margaret Hudson in the death of 
her sister Janet Moseley of Selma, 
Alabama, on March 6. 
 

Don Lingle in the death of his 
brother, Rev. Robert E. Lingle, on 
February 27. 
 

Nancy Akins in the death of her 
aunt, Laverne Usry, in Stapleton, 
Georgia on March 7. 
 

Iva Jewel Tucker in the death of 
her sister, Gussie Burton Mills, on 
March 8.  

VBS is June 10-13 

Prayer for Global Missions 
Tuesday, March 26 at 11:30 a.m. in 
the Chapel. Bring your lunch and 
gather around the table afterward! 
Coffee, tea, and water provided. 

Thank you 
Dear Church Family, 
You have given us the greatest gift of all 
and we thank you. You have expressed 
your concern through cards, phone calls, 
visits and delicious meals. Again we 
thank you. Your outpouring of love has 
humbled us. We praise God and thank 
Him for each of you—and we feel 
blessed to belong to this church. Bob and 
I treasure the thought that you pray for 
us a please know that we pray for you. 
  Yours in Christ, 
  Bob and Martha Eskew 

March 27 
Spring Break: no supper, no activities 

Holy Week Schedule, continued 
from page 1 
Sunday, April 14, Palm Sunday 
Worship, 10:00 a.m.  Continued next 
column 
 

 Register at vhbc.com now! 

April Roundtable Meeting 
The Roundtable book discussion 
group will meet on Tuesday, Apr.2, 
at 10:30 a.m. in the Fireside Room. 
LaRue Speights will review the 
bestselling novel A Gentleman in 
Moscow by Amor Towles, which is 
the story of a Russian aristocrat 
spared execution after the Russian 
Revolution but condemned to live 
out his life under house arrest in 
Moscow’s Metropol Hotel. From 
his cramped attic quarters he 
eventually finds joy and fulfillment. 
Refreshments will be served. All are 
welcome! 

We Care 
Committee 

Monday, April 1 
10:30 a.m. in the Fireside Room.  

Holy Week, continued from left 
Monday-Friday, April 15-19, Holy 
Week 
 

Wednesday, April 17, No regular 
Wednesday night activities 
 

Thursday, April 18, Fellowship supper 
4:30 p.m.; Maundy Thursday 
Communion Service 6:00 p.m. 
 

Friday, April 19, Good Friday service 
and lunch starting at 12 Noon 
 

Sunday, April 21, Bible study at 8:45 
and Easter Worship 10:00 a.m. 

http://www.vhbc.com/announcements/2019/2/15/register-for-vbs-in-the-wild
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Week of March 28-April 3 
Friday, March 29 
Sunday, March 31 
    8:45 Bible Study 
  10:00 Worship Service 
  11:00 Orchestra Rehearsal 
Monday, April 1 
    9:30 Women’s Bible Study (last) 
  10:00 Lovelady Center Ministry 
    4:00 428—Youth 
Tuesday, April 2 
    9:30 International Friends 
Wednesday, April 3 
    6:30 Prayer Breakfast 
  10:30 Pastor’s Bible Study 
    4:30 Fellowship Supper 
    5:30 Music for PS3-Grade 6 
    6:00 “Lenten Renewal” Session 
    6:00 Youth Activities 
    6:15 Mission Friends, G.A., R.A.s 
    7:00 Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 

Week of March 21-27 
Sunday, March 24 
    8:45 Bible Study 
  10:00 Worship Service 
 

Monday, March 25 
    9:30 Women’s Bible Study 
  10:00 Lovelady Center Ministry 
 

Tuesday, March 26 
  11:30 Prayer for Global Missions 
 

Wednesday, March 27 

No Wednesday activities 
during Spring Break 

Volunteers in Service Week of March 24 
Deacons serving: Mindy Bodenhamer SUN., Roger Bates WED. 
Counting Team: George Paré, Katherine Bear 
Flower Committee: Susan Lebold 
Shuttle Service: Julia Vines, Craig Youngblood 
Sound Technology: Norfleete Day, Pete LeBerte 
 

Worship Care 
Babies    Liz David, Millie Ehrett 
Preschool 1-2  Kristy Carr, Dianne Horn 
Preschool 3  Scott & Jerolyn Phillips  
4’s & Kindergarten Adam & Melissa Pouncey 
Preschool Desk LaRue Speights 
Children’s Desk Becky Best 
       

Volunteers in Service for Week of March 31 
Deacons serving: Brandi Brownell SUN., Bob Bradley WED. 
Counting Team: Kevin Jaquess, Kay Wilburn 
Flower Committee: Melissa McMurray 
Shuttle Service: John Wood, David Bamberg 
Sound Technology: Dan McMurray, Allen Fulks 
 

Worship Care 
Babies    Amy Gillis, Stacey Sapp 
Preschool 1-2  Emily Dorion, Sara Taylor 
Preschool 3  Vickie Furr, Elizabeth Hamilton  
4’s & Kindergarten David & Cathy Compher 
Preschool Desk Bob Bradley 
Children’s Desk Barbara Kimbrel 
        

Prayer Breakfast brings special guest speakers 
When Wednesday morning Prayer Breakfast resumes after spring 
break, we invite you to take advantage of a unique opportunity to add a 
spiritual lift to the middle of your week. We begin at 6:30. For more 
information, contact Martha Neill martha@vhbc.com in the church 
office, or speak with the Pastor. Members of VHBC and a host of 
individuals named on our current Prayer List receive post cards weekly 
from those attending Prayer Breakfast. This is a greatly meaningful 
ministry and there is a place for you. You do not need a reservation. 
Join us in the Fellowship Hall on April 3.We often have guest speakers 
from among the membership or the community! 

mailto:martha@vhbc.com?subject=Prayer%20Breakfast

