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WELCOME! 
 

Thank you for worshiping with us today! We are grateful for your presence and invite you to 
participate fully in the worship, ministry, and fellowship life here at Vestavia Hills Baptist 
Church. Our hope is to make a warm, caring community that you can call home. To keep up 
with VHBC events, services, and more, please visit us at www.vhbc.com. 
 

Special Welcome to Our Guests 
We are especially glad to have guests with 
us. Please fill out a guest information card 
found in the pew rack and place it in the 
offering plate as it passes during the service. 
 

Children and Worship 
Worship care for children ages three and 
younger is available during the worship 
hour downstairs in the Children’s Building. 
Children in Pre-K and Kindergarten worship 
with their families for the first part of the 
service and may then move during the 
singing of “The Doxology” to Room 210 for 
Worship Care. Children first grade and older 
remain with their families for the worship 
service. Worship Activity Sheets for children 
are available in the foyer. 
 

Accessibility Resources 
Large-print hymn sheets may be found in 
the foyer. Personal assistive listening 
devices are available from the Sound 
Technology Team in the back of the 
Sanctuary. 
 

Sunday Morning Bible Study Classes 
Every Sunday morning at 8:45 am, there are 
small group gatherings for all ages. These 
groups meet for fellowship and Bible study. 
Classes for children and youth are offered by 
age; classes for adults are offered by ages 
and life-stages or by topical interests. 

 How to Join VHBC 
Any person may join this congregation on 
the basis of their affirmation of Jesus Christ 
as Lord. You may communicate your desire 
for church membership by coming to the 
front during the closing hymn, by meeting 
privately with a member of our pastoral 
staff, or by placing a guest card from the pew 
rack in the offering plate. 
 
An individual may come on profession of 
faith, which means you believe in Christ as 
Lord and Savior and wish to be baptized and 
become part of this church.  One may also 
come on transfer of letter from another 
church having received Christian baptism, 
or by statement of your faith in Christ and 
Christian baptism in another church. 
 
It is also possible, by request, to be presented 
to the congregation on Wednesday nights at 
the midweek service in the same way. Simply 
notify one of the staff or the church office of 
your interest and you will be contacted. 
 

Broadcast of Worship Services 
Weekly worship services of Vestavia Hills 
Baptist Church are broadcast live at 10:00 
am on the radio at WAJH 91.1 FM and are 
also streamed online at www.vhbc.com. 
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THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

*Please rise in body or in spirit. 
 
Preparation for Worship 
 

“Therefore we thank Thee for our little light, that is dappled with shadow. 
We thank Thee who hast moved us to building, to finding, to forming at the ends of 

our fingers and beams of our eyes. 
And when we have built an altar to the Invisible Light, we may set thereon the little 

lights for which our bodily vision is made. 
And we thank Thee that darkness reminds us of light. 
O Light Invisible, we give Thee thanks for Thy great glory!” T.S. Eliot 
 

Please turn off your cell phone 
and silently prepare for worship. 

 

Chiming of the Hour  Beth McGinnis 
 
Welcome                   Mike McBrayer 
 

One:  Christ is risen! 
All:  He is risen indeed! 

 
Choral Introit “Resurrection Praise” Sanctuary Choir 
   Carter Threlkeld 

 
He is risen! He is risen! 
Let us make a joyful sound! 
Sing praise! He’s alive! 

 
*Hymn No. 194 “Christ the Lord is Risen Today”  

EASTER HYMN 

 

*Ordinance of Baptism for Barrett Thomas Nix Gary Furr 
 
Epistle Reading 1 Corinthians 15:19-26 Jennifer Carter 
   (NT p. 135 in the pew Bible) 
 

 One: This is the word of the Lord. 

 All: Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Reading John 20:1-18 Haley Seanor 
   (NT p. 88 in the pew Bible)  
 

 One: This is the word of the Lord. 

 All: Thanks be to God. 

https://hymnary.org/page/fetch/CGH2010/185/high
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Time of Confession  Mike McBrayer 
 

One: Lord, you have broken the bonds of sin and death and made a way for new life 
in You. Yet we confess that too often we have chosen to remain captive to the 
ways that lead to death. By our thoughts, words, and actions, we have rejected 
a life shaped by resurrection. We have sought our own satisfaction by our own 
means. We have withheld your gift of grace and failed to share it with those 
who are not like us. We have chosen doubt and despair over confidence and 
hope, despite your promise of abundance and goodness. 

 
We stand now silent before you with repentant hearts. 

 
Silent prayers of confession 

 
In the light of your resurrection, we claim your forgiveness and pray as the 
first disciples were taught. 

 
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 
*Hymn No. 214 “The Day of Resurrection”  
   LANCASHIRE 
 

*Offertory Prayer  Tony Giles
     
Offertory  “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” VHBC Orchestra 

Arr. Camp Kirkland 

 
*Presentation of the Offering “The Doxology” 
   OLD 100TH   

 
Please rise in body or in spirit to sing 

as the ushers pass your pew. 
 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
 Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

Pre-K and Kindergartners may go to 
Room 210 in the Children’s Building for Worship Care. 

https://hymnary.org/page/fetch/CGH2010/203/high
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Pastoral Prayer  Gary Furr
   
Anthem  “Crown Him with Many Crowns” Sanctuary Choir 
   Matthew Bridges and Godfrey Thring/John Abdenour 
 
 Crown Him with many crowns, the Lamb upon His throne; 

Hark! How the heav’nly anthem drowns all music but its own! 
Awake, my soul and sing of Him Who died for thee, 
And hail Him as thy matchless King through all eternity. 
 
Crown Him the Son of God, before all worlds began, 
And ye who tread where he hath trod, crown him the Son of Man; 
Who every grief hath known that wrings the human breast, 
And takes and bears it for his own that all in him may rest. 
 
Crown Him the Lord of love! Behold His hands and side— 
Rich wounds, yet visible above, in beauty glorified. 
No angel in the sky can fully bear that sight, 
But downward bends his burning eye at mysteries so bright. 
 
Crown Him the Lord of life! Who triumphed o’er the grave, 
Who rose victorious in the strife for those He came to save. 
All hail, Redeemer, hail, for thou hast died for me; 
Thy praise shall never, never fail through all eternity. Amen. 

 
Sermon  “Witness” Gary Furr 

John 20:1-18 

 

*Hymn No. 417 “Fill the Earth with Music” 
   WYE VALLEY 
 

Notice of Upcoming Called Business Meeting Gary Furr 
 
Choral Benediction  Sanctuary Choir 
   “Hallelujah” from Christ on the Mount of Olives  

  Ludwig van Beethoven 

 
Hallelujah unto God's Almighty Son. 
Praise the Lord, ye bright angelic choirs, in holy songs of joy. 
Man, proclaim his grace and glory, 
Hallelujah unto God's Almighty Son. 
Praise the Lord in holy songs of joy.   

 
*Postlude  “Hallelujah” from Messiah Beth McGinnis 
   George Frideric Handel 
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NOTES ON TODAY’S WORSHIP 
 
On this Resurrection Sunday, we begin worship with the traditional Paschal Greeting or 
Easter Acclamation: “Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!” This greeting is used in a variety 
of traditions and denominations across the globe. In some cultures, this greeting is used not 
only in liturgical settings, but also in casual conversation replacing more common salutations 
such as “hello.” 
 Le Christ est ressuscite ! En ve rite  il est ressuscite ! (French) 
قام حقا! قام المسيح   (Arabic) 
 Ua ala aʻe nei ʻo Kristo! Ua ala ʻiʻo no  ʻo Ia! (Hawaiian) 
 Христос воскрес! Воистину воскрес! (Russian) 
 ハリストス復活 ! 実に復活 ! (Japanese) 
 ¡Cristo resucito ! ¡En verdad resucito ! (Spanish) 
In sharing this greeting in worship, we celebrate the Resurrection not only in our particular 
place of worship, but we also connect our celebration with those around the world who 
proclaim the risen Christ. 
 
From the composer of “Crown Him with Many Crowns”: “The coronation music of C. H. H. 
Parry, Charles Villiers Stanford, and their contemporaries is justly famous for its sense of 
occasion, grandeur, and splendor. In approaching the text “Crown Him with Many Crowns,” a 
coronation hymn of sorts, not for an earthly king but for Jesus, the King of kings, the music of 
those early 20th century composers seemed a promising vehicle. The music of this anthem, 
therefore, is unapologetically cast very much in that mold, and could be considered a study 
in that style, with unmistakable echoes of the music of Stanford, Henry Balfour-Gardiner, and 
George Elvey, whose hymn tune DIADEMATA is the standard setting for these words.” 
 
Many churches, including Vestavia Hills Baptist Church, shape elements of Sunday worship 
around the Christian calendar. We are currently in the season of Easter, a period of fifty 
days following the resurrection of Jesus Christ until Pentecost. The paraments on the pulpit 
and Lord’s Supper table are visual reminders of the current season of the church year. The 
liturgical color of Eastertide is white, which symbolizes the hope of the resurrection, as well 
as the purity and newness that comes from victory over sin and death. More information 
about the Christian year can be found on pages 708-711 in the Celebrating Grace hymnal. 
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THIS WEDNESDAY EVENING 
 

FELLOWSHIP MEAL 
Menu 
Meatloaf, Mac & Cheese, Steamed Cabbage, Sliced Tomatoes, Cornbread 
Cost 
Adults and Youth - $5    Kindergarten-Grade 6 - $2    Preschooler - $0.50 
College students eat free! 
 
 

WEDNESDAY SESSION FOR ADULTS 
Quarterly Business Meeting 
6:00 p.m. – Fellowship Hall  

WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
 

SUNDAY 
8:45 am Bible Studies for All Ages 
10:00 am Worship 
5:00 pm “YOSE”—Youth on Sunday 

Evening 
 

MONDAY 
4:00 pm Youth “428” (first, third, and 

fifth Mondays only) 
 

WEDNESDAY 
6:30 am Prayer Breakfast 
10:30 am Pastor’s Bible Study 
4:30 pm Fellowship Supper 
5:00 pm Handbells 
5:30 pm Music for PS3-Grade 6 
6:00 pm Youth Activities 
6:00 pm Wednesday Sessions for 

Adults 
6:15 pm Mission Friends, Girls in 

Action, Royal Ambassadors 
7:00 pm Sanctuary Choir 
 
 

GIVING REPORT 
 

Monthly Budget Needs $146,840 

March Budget Receipts $137,721 

April Receipts to Date $90,354 

 

Giving YTD $447,451 

Previous YTD Giving $451,207 

YTD Net -$3,756 

 

2019 Budget Needs $1,762,085 

 

WORSHIP CARE 
TEACHERS FOR TODAY 

 

Babies:  Lisa Speegle, Billie Lochamy 
Ones:  Brenda Ammons, Jan Deagon 
Twos:  Jack and Tricia Stevens 
Threes:  Brad and Rachel Farley 
Fours/Kind:  Gale Simpson,  

Betsy Stockdale  
PS Desk:  Dick Bodenhamer  
Child. Desk:  Caroline Nordlund  
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WHAT’S NEXT? 

Vestavia Hills Baptist Church  
Music Ministry  

Presents 
12th Annual  

Shepherd Memorial Concert 
 

In Glad Adoration: 
A Festival of Hymns 

 
Sunday, May 5 – 6:00 p.m. 

Vestavia Hills Baptist Church 
 

 
Student Minister Candidate Visit 

April 27 and 28 
  

A visit date has been set for Saturday and 
Sunday, April 27 and 28 to include opportunities 
to meet the candidate and hear from him in 
worship. There will be a called business meeting 
at the close of worship on Sunday to vote to call 
the candidate to be our next Minister of 
Students.  
  

Schedule of Events 
Saturday, April 27 

• 2:00-4:00 pm Churchwide Reception 
• 6:30-8:00 pm Youth Reception 

Sunday, April 28 
• 9:00-9:45 am Meet with Youth Parents 
• 10:00 am Share in Worship 
• 11:00 am Youth Sunday Lunch 

 
 

Graduate Recognition 
May 12 

If you have or know of a student graduating 
from college or receiving a graduate degree 
(including December 2018 grads), please 
contact Elise Pittman at 
studentministry@vhbc.com so we may 
congratulate all our graduates on May 12. 

Touch-a-Truck returns 4/27 
Spend the day exploring vehicles of all kinds 
from dump trucks to fire trucks and city buses, 
while also enjoying lunch and frozen treats 
from one of our favorite food trucks, Doodles! 
We will also feature a Kid Zone where kids can 
build, climb, jump, and create.  
 

Saturday, April 27 
Time: 10am - 1pm 
   Cost: FREE  
 

Activities: Exploring trucks, making crafts, 
decorating cookies, playing games, etc. Food: 
Free hot dog lunch, plus a visit from local food 
truck Doodles Italian Ice & Sorbets (cost for 
treat) 
Live music: 11am-12pm Roger Day 
 
 

Quarterly Business Meeting 
April 24 

6:00 p.m. – Fellowship Hall 
 
 

Final Roundtable Book Discussion 
in May 

 

The Roundtable book discussion book will 
hold its final meeting of the year on Tuesday, 
May 7, at 10:30 in the Fireside Room. Mary 
Ann Goodson will review the historical novel 
Becoming Mrs. Lewis: The Improbable Love 
Story of Joy Davidman and C. S. Lewis, by 
Birmingham author Patti Callahan.  
 

Luncheon will follow the review. Cost is $7.00. 
Please make a reservation through Martha in 
the church office. 
 

 
We Care Committee Meeting 

Monday, May 6 
10:00 a.m. – Fireside Room 

 

 


