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WELCOME! 
 

Thank you for worshiping with us today! We are grateful for your presence and invite you to 
participate fully in the worship, ministry, and fellowship life here at Vestavia Hills Baptist 
Church. Our hope is to make a warm, caring community that you can call home. To keep up 
with VHBC events, services, and more, please visit us at www.vhbc.com. 
 

Special Welcome to Our Guests 
We are especially glad to have guests with 
us. Please fill out a guest information card 
found in the pew rack and place it in the 
offering plate as it passes during the service. 
 

Children and Worship 
Worship care for children ages three and 
younger is available during the worship 
hour downstairs in the Children’s Building. 
Children in Pre-K and Kindergarten worship 
with their families for the first part of the 
service and may then move during the 
singing of “The Doxology” to Room 210 for 
Worship Care. Children first grade and older 
remain with their families for the worship 
service. Worship Activity Sheets for children 
are available in the foyer. 
 

Accessibility Resources 
Large-print hymn sheets may be found in 
the foyer. Personal assistive listening 
devices are available from the Sound 
Technology Team in the back of the 
Sanctuary. 
 

Sunday Morning Bible Study Classes 
Every Sunday morning at 8:45 am, there are 
small group gatherings for all ages. These 
groups meet for fellowship and Bible study. 
Classes for children and youth are offered by 
age; classes for adults are offered by ages 
and life-stages or by topical interests. 

 How to Join VHBC 
Any person may join this congregation on 
the basis of their affirmation of Jesus Christ 
as Lord. You may communicate your desire 
for church membership by coming to the 
front during the closing hymn, by meeting 
privately with a member of our pastoral 
staff, or by placing a guest card from the pew 
rack in the offering plate. 
 
An individual may come on profession of 
faith, which means you believe in Christ as 
Lord and Savior and wish to be baptized and 
become part of this church.  One may also 
come on transfer of letter from another 
church having received Christian baptism, 
or by statement of your faith in Christ and 
Christian baptism in another church. 
 
It is also possible, by request, to be presented 
to the congregation on Wednesday nights at 
the midweek service in the same way. Simply 
notify one of the staff or the church office of 
your interest and you will be contacted. 
 

Broadcast of Worship Services 
Weekly worship services of Vestavia Hills 
Baptist Church are broadcast live at 10:00 
am on the radio at WAJH 91.1 FM and are 
also streamed online at www.vhbc.com. 
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THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

*Please rise in body or in spirit. 
 

Preparation for Worship 
 

“This wonderful piece of drama has many levels of meaning. As always in John its 
central character is God and God’s gift of life through the invitation to live in the holy 
space of love, the true worship in the Spirit, which is also the living space of the Father 
and the Son. That love, embodied, cuts across racial and cultural prejudice, affirms 
women, engages and loves sinners.” 

William Loader, Murdoch University 
 

Please turn off your cell phone 
and silently prepare for worship. 

 
Chiming of the Hour  Beth McGinnis 
 
Prelude   “Like a River Glorious” Beth McGinnis 
   Arr. James Pethel 

 
Welcome   Mike McBrayer 
 
*Hymn No. 577 “I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say” 
   KINGSFOLD 
 

Epistle Reading  Romans 6:16-18, 22-23 Paul Edfeldt 
   (NT p. 119 in the pew Bible) 
 

 One: This is the word of the Lord. 
 All: Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Reading  John 4:5-29 Claudia Johnson 

(NT p.72-73 in the pew Bible) 

 

 One: This is the word of the Lord. 
 All: Thanks be to God. 
 
Pastoral Prayer  Gary Furr 
 
*Hymn No. 353 “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness” 

JUBILEE 
 

*Offertory Prayer  Ryan Hankins 
 
Offertory  “It Is Well with My Soul” Beth McGinnis 
   Arr. Robert Vandall 
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*Presentation of the Offering “The Doxology” 
   OLD 100TH   
 

Please rise in body or in spirit to sing 
as the ushers pass your pew. 

 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
 Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

Pre-K and Kindergartners may go to 
Room 210 in the Children’s Building for Worship Care. 

 
Sermon  “Invitation to Forgiveness and Peace with God” Gary Furr 
   John 4; Romans 6:23 

 
Time of Confession  Mike McBrayer 

based on Galatians 6:1; Matthew 11:19; Hebrews 10:19-23 
 
One: Sin is isolation and broken fellowship.  It alienates us from God, it estranges us 

from one another, it even leaves us separated from our truest selves.  Its 
consequences remove us from communion.  Worst of all is the realization that 
our sins have left us utterly alone. 

  
All: My friends, if anyone is detected in a transgression, you who have 

received the Spirit should restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness. 
Take care that you yourselves are not tempted. 

 
One: O Lord, help us to befriend each other in our struggle with sin.  We come here, 

in the company of fellow sinners and seekers, to confess silently our sins, 
surrounded by those who accept us and pray for us in the journey to 
wholeness, remembering that our Lord Jesus was a friend of sinners. 

 
 Silent prayers of confession 
 
 As we open our hearts to grace, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
 
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. 
Amen. 
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One: We are not alone here in our confession and we are not alone before God.  The 
One who knows us completely also wills to forgive us and make us new. Let us 
hold fast to the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who has 
promised is faithful.  

All: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! 
 
*Passing of the Peace  Mike McBrayer 
 

One: May the peace of Christ Jesus be with you all. 
All: And also with you. 
 

You are invited to share signs of peace with those around you. 
 
Anthem   “I Will Be a Child of Peace” Sanctuary Choir 

Traditional Shaker Hymn/Arr. Elaine Hagenberg 

 
O Holy Father, I will be a child of peace and purity, 
for well I know thy hand will bless the seeker after righteousness. 

 
The Lord’s Supper 
 
*Hymn No. 588 “I Know Whom I Have Believed”  
   EL NATHAN 

 
*Benediction  Gary Furr 
 

*Postlude  “Blessed Assurance” Beth McGinnis
   Arr. Dan Miller 
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NOTES ON TODAY’S WORSHIP 
 
Despite his intimidating name and physical appearance, Horatius Bonar (1808-1889) was a 
great lover of children and was concerned about how little the children understood of the 
metrical Psalms that were sung in the Scottish church of his day. “I Heard the Voice of Jesus 
Say” was one of the over 600 hymns he wrote to address the needs of the churches he served. 
Thought by some scholars to date back to the Middle Ages, KINGSFOLD is a folk tune set to a 
variety of texts in England and Ireland. Shaped in classic rounded bar form (AABA), KINGSFOLD 
has modal character and is both dignified and strong. (Hymnary.org) 
 
Henry Ward Beecher (1813–1887), an American Congregationalist clergyman and abolitionist, 
offers this reflection on forgiveness: “God pardons like a mother, who kisses the offense into 
everlasting forgiveness.” Various authors have also illustrated forgiveness with this and similar 
metaphors: “Forgiveness is the fragrance of the violet which still clings fast to the heel that 
crushed it.” 
 
Many churches, including Vestavia Hills Baptist Church, shape elements of Sunday worship 
around the Christian calendar. We are currently in the Season after Pentecost, also known as 
Ordinary Time. It is signified by the green paraments on the Lord’s Supper Table and Pulpit, 
which represent new life and growth. Ordinary Time is observed from Pentecost until the 
beginning of Advent. More information about the Christian year can be found on pages 708-711 
in the Celebrating Grace hymnal. 
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THIS WEDNESDAY EVENING 
FELLOWSHIP MEAL 
Menu 
Poppy Seed Chicken, Rice, Green Beans, Apple Ring & Chocolate Pudding 
Cost 
Adults and Youth - $5    Kindergarten-Grade 6 - $2    Preschooler - $0.50 
College students eat free! 
 
This Wednesday we will hear from the Samford A Cappella Choir and Mike McBrayer will be guiding 
an introductory seminar on the ShelbyNext church app in the Fellowship Hall.  
 

 

 
 

 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
 

SUNDAY 
8:45 am Bible Studies for All Ages 
10:00 am Worship 
5:00 pm “YOSE” – Youth on Sunday 

Evening 
 

MONDAY 
4:00 pm Youth “428” (first, third, and 

fifth Mondays only) 
 

WEDNESDAY 
6:30 am Prayer Breakfast 
10:30 am Pastor’s Bible Study 
4:30 pm Fellowship Supper 
5:00 pm Handbells 
5:30 pm Music for PS3-Grade 6 
6:00 pm Youth Activities 
6:00 pm Wednesday Sessions for 

Adults 
6:15 pm Mission Friends, Girls in 

Action, Royal Ambassadors 
7:00 pm Sanctuary Choir 
 

 
 

GIVING REPORT 
 

Monthly Budget Needs $146,840 

July Budget Receipts $151,120 

August Receipts to Date $81,075 

 

Giving YTD $1,051,290 

Previous YTD Giving $1,098,652 

YTD Net $-47,362 

 

2019 Budget Needs $1,762,085 

 

 

WORSHIP CARE 
TEACHERS FOR TODAY 

 

Babies: Billie Lochamy, Mindy 
Bodenhamer 

PS 1-2 Jack & Tricia Stevens  
PS 3s  Nancy Akins 
PS 4s & K Craig & Allison Youngblood 
PS Desk:  Dick Bodenhamer 
Child. Desk:  Caroline Nordlund 
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WHAT’S NEXT? 

 
 

 
Eight on a Plate 

 

You are invited to participate in one of our 
Eight on a Plate groups. Individuals and 
couples may sign up online or through the 
church office to be part of a dinner groups 
that will meet periodically over the fall 
semester. Some groups will be “Nine on a 
Napkin” or perhaps “Seven on a Sandwich.” 
It’s not the number that matters, but the 
fellowship that will be enjoyed! Groups may 
choose to meet out for a meal or host one 
another in their homes. 
 
 

Roundtable Book Club 

The Roundtable book discussion book will 
meet on Tuesday, September 3, at 10:30 in 
the Fireside Room. Ginny Bugg will review 
The Weight of Ink by Rachel Kadish, a literary 
mystery that sends a twenty-first century 
Jewish researcher delving into Rabbinic 
papers of seventeenth century England, 
where she finds—across four centuries—a 
woman whose intellectual gifts and moral 
courage match her own. 
 
Refreshments will be served. Please join us! 
 

7th Grader Youth Cookout 

Saturday, August 24 

6:30 pm 

Student Building 

 

Our rising 7th graders and their families are 
invited to a special welcome youth cookout. 
We will be serving hamburgers, hot dogs, 
and other summertime favorites!  

 

Upcoming Sermons 
  
August 25 “Invitation to the Life Changing 

Power of Grace”  Jonah 3:10-4:11 

September 1 Deacon Ordination “Invitation to 
Maturity”     Romans 5:1-8 

September 8 “Invitation to Live from the 
Inside Out”    Acts 8  

September 15 “Invitation to Belong”    Romans 
10:13; John 3:16; John 4:9 

 

Women’s Bible Study Continues this week! 

Join us for the women’s bible study as we 
explore Jen Wilkin’s study, God of Creation: A 
study of Genesis 1-11.  It is a 10 week study. 
Choose between 3 meeting times. 

Sundays at 5:00 p.m. 

Mondays at 9:30 a.m. (Childcare provided) 

Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m. 

All classes meet in #205 the Children’s Activity 
Room. 

Signup at VHBC.com or contact Jennifer Carter 
by email at jenniferapcarter@gmail.com 

 
 

Church of the Reconciler 

Tomorrow, August 19 you are invited to join 
and serve with other VHBC volunteers who 
will prepare and serve breakfast for 150-200, 
mostly homeless, people at the Church of the 
Reconciler in downtown Birmingham. Food 
preparation begins at 7:00 am at VHBC, 
delivery to Church of the Reconciler at  
9:00 am, and return to VHBC by 10:00 am.  

 

 

 
 
 
 


