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International Mission Experience (IME) | Tatra Mountains | 2017 
 

 

Where we’ve been: 

This trip marks ten years of our church joining God’s work among the Roma people in central Europe. Sixty 

teenagers and adults have participated in youth IMEs. They have encountered Christ in the faces of dear 

children, in people whose lives are defined more by joy than hardship, and in field personnel who have 

left everything to walk with those the world often overlooks or tramples. God has called us to Hungary 

(2008), the Czech Republic (2011), and Slovakia (2014) and has never disappointed.  

 

Where we’re going: 

This year’s 10th-12th graders have been headed in an exciting direction for their entire youth group 

careers. Their faithfulness and talent have culminated in their embracing a call to lead. Our trip to the 

West Tatra Mountains on the border of Poland and Slovakia, and the journey of preparation preceding it, 

come at a great time in our life together. We’re privileged to go on this spiritual pilgrimage.    

 

Why we’re going: 

When Mike McBrayer proposed the IME program ten years ago, he articulated the church’s goals for 

these endeavors: 

  

 1. Share the gospel 

 2. Engage in meaningful work 

 3. Partner with superb missionaries/field personnel 

 4. Cooperate with sustainable initiatives 

 5. Educate and inspire our students 

 

This five-fold purpose has held up well and will keep us on track this time around, too.  

 

What we’ll be doing: 

At the Chata Račková retreat center, we will be co-leaders of and co-participants in a week of youth 

camp with local Roma teenagers. As the largest ethnic minority in Europe, the Roma experience 

discrimination in all areas of life – from acceptance in churches to education and employment to 

healthcare.  They are often segregated from the majority population, so poverty is made worse and 

opportunities are scarce. Building relationships, worshiping God, and learning from each other in this 

shared space will be a transformational experience of God’s creation and grace.  

 

How we’ll do it: 

With hope, sacrifice, and openness. With a lot of preparation, especially spiritual/emotional preparation. 

With cultural sensitivity and curiosity and without letting our assumptions or discomfort get in the way. With 

gratitude. With everyone contributing – their gifts, their thoughts and feelings, and a spirit of selflessness.  

 

The more we spend time together beforehand – in formal meetings and in the flow of weekly life – the 

more likely we’ll experience security, growth, and long-term impact.   



Deposit Schedule: 

 

Oct. 23  $400  Refunds:  

Jan. 8  $400  After Dec. 1: $200 is non-refundable 

Mar. 19  $300  After Feb. 1: $600 is non-refundable 

May 21  $400  After June 1: Amount TBD based on refund available from airfare 

Total Cost $1500 

 

Itinerary: 

 

Wednesday July 5  Bus from VHBC to Atlanta; Fly to Krakow, Poland 

Thursday July 6  Arrive in Krakow, rest 

Friday  July 7  Sightseeing in Krakow/Auschwitz 

Saturday July 8  Sightseeing in Krakow/Auschwitz 

Sunday  July 9  Drive to Chata Račková & begin Youth Camp 

Mon.-Thurs. July 10-13 Youth Camp w/ local teenagers; Drive back to Krakow on the last day 

Friday  July 14  Fly back to Atlanta; Bus from Atlanta to VHBC 

 

Chata Račková | http://www.rackova.sk/en 

 

Chata Račková was built by Christians following World War II but was taken under state ownership 

immediately after it was finished in 1948. After the fall of the communist regime, the retreat center was 

returned to the Church in 1994. Since then, Chata Račková has undergone major reconstruction. Beginning 

in July 2004, it has been operated by IN Network Slovakia, which also runs the 3Pe Community Center in 

Lučenec, the Gypsy Community Center in Cinobaňa, publishes a devotional Chlieb náš každodenný (Our 

Daily Bread) and organizes summer English camps. 

 

Dianne and Shane McNary | http://mcnaryministry.blogspot.com  
     http://cbf-romany-ministries.blogspot.com/ 
 

This will be the third time we’ve worked with the McNarys on a youth IME trip. They also worked with the 

adult Slovakia team in 2015. They’ve visited our church multiple times and are full-time Cooperative 

Baptist Fellowship (CBF) field personnel with the Romany Ministries team. They were commissioned in 2004, 

and here is how they describe their work: 

 

“Our ministry focuses broadly on the following life-changing ministries:  Poverty and Transformational 

Development; Church Starting and Faith Sharing; Education; Justice and Peacemaking; Economic 

Development; and Healthcare.  Key to our ministry strategy is partnerships with local churches and 

organizations. We work with local ministries to encourage and offer expertise and support to their efforts. 

We believe that the best way to show witness to Christ is to not segregate communities any further than 

they already are. 

 

“We feel that partnering in the broadest possible way, while maintaining a focus on Roma ministry, allows 

for a more faithful witness to the possibility of reconciliation in Christ for a fractured world. We have seen 

the transformative power of the gospel in the lives of the Romany and how entire communities are 

changed.” 


