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WELCOME! 
 

Thank you for worshiping with us today! We are grateful for your presence and invite you to 
participate fully in the worship, ministry, and fellowship life here at Vestavia Hills Baptist 
Church. Our hope is to make a warm, caring community that you can call home. To keep up 
with VHBC events, services, and more, please visit us at www.vhbc.com. 
 

Special Welcome to Our Guests 
We are especially glad to have guests with 
us. Please fill out a guest information card 
found in the pew rack and place it in the 
offering plate as it passes during the service. 
 

Children and Worship 
Worship care for children ages three and 
younger is available during the worship 
hour downstairs in the Children’s Building. 
Children in Pre-K and Kindergarten worship 
with their families for the first part of the 
service and may then move during the 
singing of “The Doxology” to Room 210 for 
Worship Care. Children first grade and older 
remain with their families for the worship 
service. Worship Activity Sheets for children 
are available in the foyer. 
 

Accessibility Resources 
Large-print hymn sheets may be found in 
the foyer. Personal assistive listening 
devices are available from the Sound 
Technology Team in the back of the 
Sanctuary. 
 

Sunday Morning Bible Study Classes 
Every Sunday morning at 8:45 am, there are 
small group gatherings for all ages. These 
groups meet for fellowship and Bible study. 
Classes for children and youth are offered by 
age; classes for adults are offered by ages 
and life-stages or by topical interests. 

 How to Join VHBC 
Any person may join this congregation on 
the basis of their affirmation of Jesus Christ 
as Lord. You may communicate your desire 
for church membership by coming to the 
front during the closing hymn, by meeting 
privately with a member of our pastoral 
staff, or by placing a guest card from the pew 
rack in the offering plate. 
 
An individual may come on profession of 
faith, which means you believe in Christ as 
Lord and Savior and wish to be baptized and 
become part of this church.  One may also 
come on transfer of letter from another 
church having received Christian baptism, 
or by statement of your faith in Christ and 
Christian baptism in another church. 
 
It is also possible, by request, to be presented 
to the congregation on Wednesday nights at 
the midweek service in the same way. Simply 
notify one of the staff or the church office of 
your interest and you will be contacted. 
 

Broadcast of Worship Services 
Weekly worship services of Vestavia Hills 
Baptist Church are broadcast live at 10:00 
am on the radio at WAJH 91.1 FM and are 
also streamed online at www.vhbc.com. 
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THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

*Please rise in body or in spirit. 
 
 
 

Preparation for Worship 
 

“Jacob's surprising encounter with God at Bethel leads to reflection about where we 
as individuals and as congregations meet God unexpectedly on life's journey.” 

Esther M. Menn, WorkingPreacher.org  
 

Please turn off your cell phone 
and silently prepare for worship. 

 
Chiming of the Hour  Beth McGinnis 
 
Prelude   “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” Beth McGinnis 
   Arr. Craig Phillips 

 
Welcome   Mike McBrayer 
 
Call to Worship  Mike McBrayer 

  
 One:  We’ve come to worship God, 
 who loved us before we were yet born, 
 who knows us even better than we know ourselves, 
 whose presence never leaves us, 
 and whose love for us never ceases. 
 All:  This is our God. 
 Let us worship together! 
 
*Hymn No. 71 “Be Thou My Vision” 

SLANE 
 

Hebrew Scripture Reading 1 Kings 19:1-18 Mindy Bodenhamer 
(OT p. 254-255 in the pew Bible) 

 

 One: This is the word of the Lord. 
 All: Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm Reading Psalm 139:1-12,23-24 Barrett and Duncan Nix 

(OT p. 448-449 in the pew Bible) 

  
 One: This is the word of the Lord. 
 All: Thanks be to God. 
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Time of Confession  Mike McBrayer 
  
 One: As forgiven sinners, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 
 

*Hymn No. 635 “I Want Jesus to Walk with Me” 
SOJOURNER 

 

*Offertory Prayer  Merryl Cooper 
 
Offertory  “Aria” Beth McGinnis 
   Craig Phillips 

 
*Presentation of the Offering “The Doxology” 
   OLD 100TH   
 

Please rise in body or in spirit to sing 
as the ushers pass your pew. 

 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
 Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

Pre-K and Kindergartners may go to 
Room 210 in the Children’s Building for Worship Care. 

 
Pastoral Prayer  Mike McBrayer 
 

Anthem   “How Lovely Is Thy Dwelling Place” Sanctuary Choir 
   Psalm 84/Johannes Brahms 

 
How lovely is thy dwelling place, O Lord of Hosts! 
For my soul, it longeth, yea fainteth, 
For the courts of the Lord. 
My soul and body crieth out, yea for the living God. 
How lovely is thy dwelling place, O Lord of Hosts! 
Blest are they that dwell within thy house, 
They praise thy name evermore. 
How lovely is thy dwelling place! 
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Sermon  “Holy Difference” Bill Owen 
1 Kings 19:1-18 

 

*Hymn No. 472 “Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus” 
   LEMMEL 
    

*Benediction  Mike McBrayer 
 
*Postlude  “Toccata on ‘Holy God, We Praise Thy Name’” Beth McGinnis
   Arr. Kevin Norris 
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NOTES ON TODAY’S WORSHIP 
 
According to mythology, when St. Patrick was a missionary in Ireland in the fifth century, King 
Logaire of Tara decreed that no one was allowed to light any fires until a pagan festival was 
begun by the lighting of a fire on Slane Hill. In a move of defiance against this pagan ritual, St. 
Patrick did light a fire, and, rather than execute him, the king was so impressed by his devotion 
that he let Patrick continue his missionary work. Three centuries later, a monk named Dallan 
Forgaill wrote the Irish poem, “Rop tú mo Baile” ("Be Thou my Vision”), to remember and 
honor the faith of St. Patrick. Forgaill was martyred by pirates, but his poetry lived on as a part 
of the Irish monastic tradition for centuries until, in the early twentieth century, Mary Elizabeth 
Byrne translated the poem into English, and in 1912, Eleanor Hull versified the text into what is 
now a well-loved hymn and prayer that at every moment of our lives, God would be our vision 
above all else. (Hymnary.org) 
 
Bill Owen is preaching today in Gary Furr’s absence. Dr. Bill Owen is a Congregational 
Consultant and Coach for Center for Healthy Churches after a 32-year pastorate at Mt. Carmel 
Baptist Church in Cross Plains, Tennessee, just north of Nashville. Bill is an experienced, certified 
leadership coach. He also works as a cognitive coach among educators, particularly secondary 
school teachers with a focus on innovation and personalized learning. He brings these skills and 
experiences to his work with and love for congregations and ministry staff development. Bill 
Bugg is leading worship today in Marty Watts’s absence. 
 
Many churches, including Vestavia Hills Baptist Church, shape elements of Sunday worship 
around the Christian calendar. We are currently in the Season after Pentecost, also known as 
Ordinary Time. It is signified by the green paraments on the Lord’s Supper Table and Pulpit, 
which represent new life and growth. Ordinary Time is observed from Pentecost until the 
beginning of Advent. More information about the Christian year can be found on pages 708-711 
in the Celebrating Grace hymnal. 
 

The flowers today are given in loving memory of Martha Ray 
by her daughter, Marjorie Ray. 
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THIS WEDNESDAY EVENING 
 
 

Remember – No Wednesday morning Prayer Breakfast and no Wednesday 
Night Fellowship Suppers in July.  We will start back in August. Note: We will 
no longer require reservations for Fellowship Supper. 

 

 
 

 
 
 

SUMMER SCHEDULE 
Full schedule starts in August 

 

SUNDAY 
8:45 am Bible Studies for All Ages 
10:00 am Worship 
5:00 pm Summer Smalls for Youth 
 

MONDAY 
5:00 pm Youth “529” (first, third, and 

fifth Mondays only) 
 
 

 
 

GIVING REPORT 
 

Monthly Budget Needs $146,840 

June Budget Receipts $160,760 

July Receipts to Date $68,268 

 

Giving YTD $887,362 

Previous YTD Giving $886,507 

YTD Net $855 

 

2019 Budget Needs $1,762,085 

 

 

WORSHIP CARE 
TEACHERS FOR TODAY 

 

Babies:  Melissa McMurray, 
Sara McFarland 

PS 1-2 Todd & Rachel Jordan 
PS 3’s-5 Tommy & Erin Yeager   
PS Desk:   
Child. Desk:  Jerri Pare’  
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WHAT’S NEXT? 

 
 

 
July Bible Study for Adults 

 

During the month of July, our Adult Bible 
Study classes are invited to meet together in 
Fellowship Hall. The last session together will 
be next week. Regular Adult Sunday School 
classes begin August 4th. 
 
 
 
 

July 28  We Will Serve the Lord 
  Joshua 24:6-16 
  Ryan Hankins 
 
 

 

No Deacons Meeting in July. 
 

The next meeting will be August 11. 
 
 
 

Save the Date 
 

Senior Adult Picnic Lunch 
August 2 

Noon in Fellowship Hall 
Cost is $5 to be paid at the door 

 
Sign-up sheets will be located in the 

Fellowship Hall Foyer during the combined 
Adult Sunday School classes or you can email 

martha@vhbc.com. 
 

All Around Town with Miss Nancy 
 

Completed Grades 2-3 – Tuesday, July 23 
  9:00-2:30 

 
Rising 7th Grade with Miss Nancy & Tyler  -
Tuesday, July 30, 9:00-2:30 
 

RSVP with Nancy @vhbc.com. 
 
 
 
 


