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WELCOME! 
 

Thank you for worshiping with us today! We are grateful for your presence and invite you to 
participate fully in the worship, ministry, and fellowship life here at Vestavia Hills Baptist 
Church. Our hope is to make a warm, caring community that you can call home. To keep up 
with VHBC events, services, and more, please visit us at www.vhbc.com. 
 

Special Welcome to Our Guests 
We are especially glad to have guests with 
us. Please fill out a guest information card 
found in the pew rack and place it in the 
offering plate as it passes during the service. 
 

Children and Worship 
Worship care for children ages three and 
younger is available during the worship 
hour downstairs in the Children’s Building. 
Children in Pre-K and Kindergarten worship 
with their families for the first part of the 
service and may then move during the 
singing of “The Doxology” to Room 210 for 
Worship Care. Children first grade and older 
remain with their families for the worship 
service. Worship Activity Sheets for children 
are available in the foyer. 
 

Accessibility Resources 
Large-print hymn sheets may be found in 
the foyer. Personal assistive listening 
devices are available from the Sound 
Technology Team in the back of the 
Sanctuary. 
 

Sunday Morning Bible Study Classes 
Every Sunday morning at 8:45 am, there are 
small group gatherings for all ages. These 
groups meet for fellowship and Bible study. 
Classes for children and youth are offered by 
age; classes for adults are offered by ages 
and life-stages or by topical interests. 

 How to Join VHBC 
Any person may join this congregation on 
the basis of their affirmation of Jesus Christ 
as Lord. You may communicate your desire 
for church membership by coming to the 
front during the closing hymn, by meeting 
privately with a member of our pastoral 
staff, or by placing a guest card from the pew 
rack in the offering plate. 
 
An individual may come on profession of 
faith, which means you believe in Christ as 
Lord and Savior and wish to be baptized and 
become part of this church.  One may also 
come on transfer of letter from another 
church having received Christian baptism, 
or by statement of your faith in Christ and 
Christian baptism in another church. 
 
It is also possible, by request, to be presented 
to the congregation on Wednesday nights at 
the midweek service in the same way. Simply 
notify one of the staff or the church office of 
your interest and you will be contacted. 
 

Broadcast of Worship Services 
Weekly worship services of Vestavia Hills 
Baptist Church are broadcast live at 10:00 
am on the radio at WAJH 91.1 FM and are 
also streamed online at www.vhbc.com. 
 

 



[3] 
 

THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

*Please rise in body or in spirit. 
 
 
Preparation for Worship 

 
“We will be more disposed toward moments of extraordinary awe if we have 
been attending all along to wonder and awe in the ordinary.” 
  Herbert Anderson 

 
Please turn off your cell phone 

and silently prepare for worship. 
 
Chiming of the Hour  Beth McGinnis 
 
Prelude  “Come, Christians, Join to Sing” Beth McGinnis 
   Arr. Robert D. Vandall  

 
Welcome   Nancy Akins 
 
Worship in Song “Here Within This House of Prayer” Sanctuary Choir 
   Timothy Dudley-Smith/Milburn Price 

 
Here within this house of prayer all our Father's love declare; 
love that gave us birth, and planned days and years beneath his hand: 
praise to God whose love and power bring us to this present hour! 
 
Here, till earthly praises end, tell of Christ the sinner's friend; 
Christ whose blood for us was shed, Lamb of God and living bread, 
life divine and truth and way, light of everlasting day. 
 
Here may all our faint desire feel the Spirit's wind and fire, 
souls that sleep the sleep of death stir to life beneath his breath: 
may his power upon us poured send us out to serve the Lord! 
 
Here may faith and love increase, flowing forth in joy and peace 
from the Father, Spirit, Son, undivided, Three-in-One: 
his the glory all our days in this house of prayer and praise! 

©1984 Hope Publishing 
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Responsive Reading Psalm 67 Marty Watts 
 
One:  May God be gracious to us and bless us 

      and make his face to shine upon us, 
that your way may be known upon earth, 

     your saving power among all nations. 
All:  Let the peoples praise you, O God; 

    let all the peoples praise you. 
 
One: Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 

      For you judge the peoples with equity 
      and guide the nations upon earth. 

All:  Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
      let all the peoples praise you. 

 
One:  The earth has yielded its increase; 

      God, our God, has blessed us. 
All:  May God continue to bless us; 

     let all the ends of the earth revere him. 
 
*Hymn No. 314 “Let All the World in Every Corner Sing”   

ALL THE WORLD 
 

*Passing the Peace  Marty Watts 
 
 One:  May the peace of Christ be with you. 
 All:  And also with you. 
 
*Hymn No. 705 “Glory Be to the Father” 
   GLORIA PATRI 

 
Epistle Reading Revelation 21:10, 22–27; 22:1-5 Terri Byrd 

(NT p. 204-205 in the pew Bible) 

 
 One: This is the word of the Lord. 
 All: Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Reading John 5:1-9 Gilda Coker 
   (NT p. 73 in the pew Bible) 
 

 One: This is the word of the Lord. 
 All: Thanks be to God. 
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Time of Confession  Marty Watts 
 
 One: Lord,  

You know how easy it is for us to sit here,  
tethered to our darkness and fear.  
We get bound up by chains of mistrust.  
We dare not to hope,  
for so many times before we have been disappointed.  
So we sit here and wonder where you are.  
We are not unlike the disciples  
who wondered also, who feared.  
 
Lord, come to us in our darkness.  
Flood us with your powerful light of love and mercy.  
Help open our eyes to the good news of your eternal glory.  
Give to us visions of the place in which love and hope will reign.  
Forgive our stubborn resistance to your mercy and your love.  
For we ask this in Jesus’ Name. 

 
  Silent prayers of confession 
 

Let the light of God’s eternal love flood into your hearts this day.  
Feel the healing presence of God in your lives.  
Accept God’s love and hope for you.  
This is the gift freely given for you by Jesus Christ,  
God’s risen Son our Lord. 

  
  United in Christ, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

 
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 
*Hymn No. 561 “Shall We Gather at the River” 
   HANSON PLACE 
 

*Offertory Prayer  Buddy McGohon 
 
Offertory  “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” Beth McGinnis 
   Arr. Robert D. Vandall 
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*Presentation of the Offering “The Doxology” 
   OLD 100TH   

 
Please rise in body or in spirit to sing 

as the ushers pass your pew. 
 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
 Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
Pre-K and Kindergartners may go to 

Room 210 in the Children’s Building for Worship Care. 
 
Pastoral Prayer  Mike McBrayer 
 
Sermon  “Shall We Gather at the River?” Fisher Humphreys 

Psalm 67 
Revelation 21:10, 22–27; 22:1-5 

 

*Hymn No. 556 “On Jordan’s Stormy Banks” 
   PROMISED LAND 
 
Choral Benediction “The Lord Bless You and Keep You” 
   Numbers 6:24-26/Peter Lutkin 

 
The Lord bless you and keep you, 
The Lord lift his countenance upon you and give you peace. 
The Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you. Amen. 

 
*Postlude  “Standing in the Need of Prayer” Beth McGinnis
   Arr. Robert D. Vandall 

 

NOTES ON TODAY’S WORSHIP 
 

Many churches, including Vestavia Hills Baptist Church, shape elements of Sunday worship 
around the Christian calendar. We are currently in the season of Easter, a period of fifty 
days following the resurrection of Jesus Christ until Pentecost. The paraments on the pulpit 
and Lord’s Supper table are visual reminders of the current season of the church year. The 
liturgical color of Eastertide is white, which symbolizes the hope of the resurrection, as well 
as the purity and newness that comes from victory over sin and death. More information 
about the Christian year can be found on pages 708-711 in the Celebrating Grace hymnal. 
 

The flowers today were prepared by Becky Best. 
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THIS WEDNESDAY EVENING 
 

FELLOWSHIP MEAL 
Menu 
Spaghetti, Tossed Salad, French Bread, Ice Cream 
Cost 
Adults and Youth - $5    Kindergarten-Grade 6 - $2    Preschooler - $0.50 
College students eat free! 
 
 

THIS WEDNESDAY 
SUMMER SHARE - Churchwide Fellowship – An evening of fun and inspiration around the 
tables in Fellowship Hall. Prepare to be surprised and encouraged by what you’ll learn from 
one another. More information for our summer sessions can be found on VHBC.com and our 
Facebook page. 
 

 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
 

SUNDAY 
8:45 am Bible Studies for All Ages 
10:00 am Worship 
5:00 pm “YOSE”—Youth on Sunday 

Evening 
 

MONDAY 
5:00 pm Youth “529” (first, third, and 

fifth Mondays only) 
 

WEDNESDAY 
6:30 am Prayer Breakfast 
4:30 pm Fellowship Supper 
5:30 pm Preschool Activities #210 
5:45 pm Children’s Activities #205 
6:00 pm Youth Activities 
6:00 pm Adult Sessions  
7:00 pm Sanctuary Choir 
 
 

GIVING REPORT 
 

Monthly Budget Needs $146,840 

April Budget Receipts $142,719 

May Receipts to Date $94,437 

 

Giving YTD $643,645 

Previous YTD Giving $694,885 

YTD Net -$51,240 

 

2019 Budget Needs $1,762,085 

 

 

WORSHIP CARE 
TEACHERS FOR TODAY 

 

Babies:  Billie Lochamy, Stacey Sapp  
PS 1-2 Millie Ehrett, Kati Czachowski 
PS 3  Brent & Lisa Warren 
Fours/Kind:  David & Cathy Compher  
PS Desk:  Virginia Wood 
Child. Desk:  Becky Best  
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WHAT’S NEXT? 

 
  

 
 
 
 

Amazing Encounters with Jesus 
 

You’re Invited to Vacation Bible School 
June 10-13, 2019 
9:00 am to 12:00 

 

Register online: 
www.vhbc.com/announcements/vbs2
019 
 

 
Welcome Tyler Johnson 

 

Vestavia Hills Baptist Church welcomes 
Tyler Johnson, as our Minister to Students. 
Tyler will join the VHBC staff effective 
Monday, June 10. He and his wife Alexis 
will be moving to Birmingham with their 
newborn daughter, Nora Elisabeth. 
 

Tyler grew up in North Carolina and 
Tennessee before attending seminary in 
Texas where he met Alexis, a Chicago 
native and fellow Master of Divinity 
student at Truett Seminary. 
 

Tyler comes to us from the First Baptist 
Church of Williamsburg, Kentucky where 
he served as Associate Pastor to Students 
and Families for the past three years after 
completing his Bachelor of Music at the 
University of Tennessee and a Master of 
Divinity at Truett Seminary in Waco, 
Texas. 
 

We look forward to welcoming Tyler, 
Alexis, and Nora to VHBC and anticipate 
Tyler's ministry among us. 

 

 
 

 
 
 

2019 Encore Strings Summer 
Academy 

June 17-21, 2019 
9am-2pm 

Vestavia Hills Baptist Church 
 
Tuition is $350. For a second child, tuition is 
$250. 
Registration is linked on VHBC's website, 
Facebook page, and 
www.encorestringsbirmingham.com 
 
 
WMU is collecting supplies for Baptist Global 
Response relief kits and VHBC has been 
asked to donate 500 trial/travel sized tubes 
of toothpaste. Please drop off donations in 
the colored bins around the church by 
Wednesday, June 5th.  
  
 

July Bible Study for Adults 
 

During the month of July, our Adult Bible 
Study classes are invited to meet together in 
Fellowship Hall. 
 

July 7   The Battle of Jericho   
Joshua 6:1-5; 20-25   
LaRue Speights 

 

July 14  The Lord Fights for Israel  
  Joshua 10: 7-14 
  La Rue Speights 
 

July 21  God’s Promises 
  Joshua 23:1-10, 14-15 

Lucas Dorion  
 

July 28  We Will Serve the Lord 
  Joshua 24:6-16 
  Ryan Hankins 
 


