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WELCOME! 
 

Thank you for worshiping with us today! We are grateful for your presence and invite you to 
participate fully in the worship, ministry, and fellowship life here at Vestavia Hills Baptist 
Church. Our hope is to make a warm, caring community that you can call home. To keep up 
with VHBC events, services, and more, please visit us at www.vhbc.com. 
 

Special Welcome to Our Guests 
We are especially glad to have guests with 
us. Please fill out a guest information card 
found in the pew rack and place it in the 
offering plate as it passes during the service. 
 

Children and Worship 
Worship care for children ages three and 
younger is available during the worship 
hour downstairs in the Children’s Building. 
Children in Pre-K and Kindergarten worship 
with their families for the first part of the 
service and may then move during the 
singing of “The Doxology” to Room 210 for 
Worship Care. Children first grade and older 
remain with their families for the worship 
service. Worship Activity Sheets for children 
are available in the foyer. 
 

Accessibility Resources 
Large-print hymn sheets may be found in 
the foyer. Personal assistive listening 
devices are available from the Sound 
Technology Team in the back of the 
Sanctuary. 
 

Sunday Morning Bible Study Classes 
Every Sunday morning at 8:45 am, there are 
small group gatherings for all ages. These 
groups meet for fellowship and Bible study. 
Classes for children and youth are offered by 
age; classes for adults are offered by ages 
and life-stages or by topical interests. 

 How to Join VHBC 
Any person may join this congregation on 
the basis of their affirmation of Jesus Christ 
as Lord. You may communicate your desire 
for church membership by coming to the 
front during the closing hymn, by meeting 
privately with a member of our pastoral 
staff, or by placing a guest card from the pew 
rack in the offering plate. 
 
An individual may come on profession of 
faith, which means you believe in Christ as 
Lord and Savior and wish to be baptized and 
become part of this church.  One may also 
come on transfer of letter from another 
church having received Christian baptism, 
or by statement of your faith in Christ and 
Christian baptism in another church. 
 
It is also possible, by request, to be presented 
to the congregation on Wednesday nights at 
the midweek service in the same way. Simply 
notify one of the staff or the church office of 
your interest and you will be contacted. 
 

Broadcast of Worship Services 
Weekly worship services of Vestavia Hills 
Baptist Church are broadcast live at 10:00 
am on the radio at WAJH 91.1 FM and are 
also streamed online at www.vhbc.com. 
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THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

 

*Please rise in body or in spirit. 
 
 
 
Preparation for Worship 

"The Book of Esther understands well the challenges of living in a world where 
one might have to juggle and negotiate different, even conflicting, identities 
and loyalties—one political, one ethnic and religious." 

Amy Merrill Willis 
 

Please turn off your cell phone 
and silently prepare for worship. 

 
Chiming of the Hour  Beth McGinnis 
 
Prelude  “Hymn to Joy’” Beth McGinnis 
   Arr. Michael Burkhardt 

 
*Hymn No. 315 “Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above” 

MIT FREUDEN ZART 

 
Welcome   Mike McBrayer 
 
Hebrew Scripture Reading  Esther 7:1-10; 9:20-22 Jess Nix 
   (OT p. 350-352 in the pew Bible) 
 
 One: This is the word of the Lord. 
 All: Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Reading  Mark 9:38-50 LaRue Speights 

(NT p. 35 in the pew Bible) 

 
 One: This is the word of the Lord. 
 All: Thanks be to God. 
 
*Hymn No. 422 “Jesus! What a Friend for Sinners” 

HYFRYDOL 

 
  

https://hymnary.org/hymn/CGH2010/315
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=esther+7%3A1-10&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=esther+9%3A20-22&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mark+9%3A38-50&version=NRSV
https://hymnary.org/hymn/CGH2010/422
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“Count Me In”  Mike McBrayer 
 
All: Let this be the church of the free, whose daring has called them upon 

religious pilgrimage. 
 
One: Let this be the church for those who are confused and baffled, that they may 

find light for their darkness. Let this be the church for those who are sick in 
mind and body, that they may find healing for their illnesses. 

 
All: Let this be the church for those that are stabbed by the guilt of sin, that 

they may find forgiveness in the God of a crucified Christ. 
 
One: Let this be the church of the family, that the home may be strong and secure.

Let this be the church of the young, that the future may be a meaningful 
adventure. 

 
All: Let this be the church of parents, that they may be a source of joy to their 

children. 
 
One: Let this be the place of singing, where the real faith we hold to becomes a song 

in our hearts. Let this be the place of prayer, where the lonely may come and 
not leave alone. 

 
All: Let this be the church where all people know their oneness in Christ and 

are no longer divided in their ways. 
Written by Otis Brooks, Pastor, 1969-1988, for the 

fifteenth anniversary of VHBC and the dedication of the Sanctuary 

 
Offertory Prayer  Craig Youngblood 

 

Your financial gifts assist Vestavia Hills Baptist Church in sharing God’s love in 
our own community and around the world. Gifts may be placed in the offering 
plates as they pass. You may also give online at www.vhbc.com/giving. Click 
“Give Online,” then log in as a registered user of the church’s Shelby database or 
click “give now” to contribute as a guest user. Completed Visitor Information 
Cards may be also placed in the offering plates so we may share more 
information with you about the VHBC family. 

 
*Presentation of Commitments              “This Is My Father’s World” Beth McGinnis 
                                             Arr. Anna Laura Page 
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*Response  “The Doxology” 
OLD 100TH 

 

Please rise in body or in spirit to sing. 
 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
 Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

Pre-K and Kindergartners may go to 
Room 210 in the Children’s Building for Worship Care. 

 
Pastoral Prayer   Gary Furr 
 
Anthem  “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” Sanctuary Choir 
   Arr. Mack Wilberg Leah Jones, director 

 
Love divine, all loves excelling, joy of heaven to earth come down.  
Fix in us thy humble dwelling, all thy faithful mercies crown! 
Jesus, thou art all compassion, pure, unbounded love thou art; 
visit us with thy salvation, enter every trembling heart. 
 
Breathe, O breathe thy loving Spirit into every troubled breast! 
Let us all in Thee inherit; let us find thy promised rest; 
Take away the love of sinning; Alpha and Omega be; 
End of faith as its beginning, set our hearts at liberty. 
 
Come, Almighty to deliver, let us all thy life receive; 
suddenly return and never, never-more thy temples leave. 
Thee we would be always blessing, serve thee as thy hosts above, 
pray and praise thee without ceasing, glory in thy perfect love. 
 
Finish, then, thy new creation; pure and spotless let us be; 
Let us see thy great salvation, perfectly restored in thee; 
Changed from glory into glory, till in heaven we take our place; 
Till we cast our crowns before Thee, lost in wonder, love, and praise. Amen! 

 
Sermon  “The Terrible Gift of Belonging” Gary Furr 
   Esther 7:1-10; 9:20-22 
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*Hymn No. 272 “They’ll Know We Are Christians” 
ST. BRENDAN’S 

 
During the singing of this hymn, all worshippers are invited to respond to God’s 
call renewing commitments and dedicating themselves to God’s work in the 
world. Those wishing to profess faith in Christ or to join Vestavia Hills Baptist 
Church may come to the front of the Sanctuary to speak with a minister. 

 
*Benediction  Gary Furr 
 

*Postlude  Toccata on “I Love Thy Kingdom Lord” Beth McGinnis 
   Arr. Ron Boud 
   

 

 
NOTES ON TODAY’S WORSHIP 

 
Deuteronomy 32:3 was the basis for the hymn of praise “Sing Praise to God Who Reigns 
Above” – “For I will proclaim the name of the Lord; ascribe greatness to our God!” (NRSV). Using 
a variety of metaphors for God and for His works, this text overflows with proclamations of God's 
loving care for His people. (Hymnary.org) 
 
“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” is considered by many to be one of Charles Wesley’s finest 
texts and is one of his most popular. It is believed that his first line was inspired by a line from a 
John Dryden poem used in Henry Purcell’s opera King Arthur, which begins, “Fairest Isle, all Isles 
excelling, Seat of Pleasures and of Loves.” The hymn is in fact a prayer: through the incarnated 
Christ, we pray for the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, and ask that we would never be separated 
from the love of God in Christ, who works in us and through us until our time on earth is done. 
 
Many churches, including Vestavia Hills Baptist Church, shape elements of Sunday worship 
around the Christian calendar. We are currently in the Season after Pentecost, also known as 
Ordinary Time. It is signified by the green paraments on the Lord’s Supper Table and Pulpit, 
which represent new life and growth. Ordinary Time is observed from Pentecost until the 
beginning of Advent. More information about the Christian year can be found on pages 708-711 
in the Celebrating Grace hymnal. 
   

The flowers today are given in memory of Don Ehrett by Millie, Russell & Carl Ehrett and family. 

http://www.vhbc.com/hymns
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THIS WEDNESDAY EVENING 
 

FELLOWSHIP MEAL 
Menu 
Cube Steak, rice, green beans, apple ring, assorted desserts 
Cost 
Adults and Youth - $5    Kindergarten-Grade 6 - $2    Preschooler - $0.50 
College students eat free! 
 

WEDNESDAY SESSIONS: Hula Hooping with Sharon Hartzog 
Free Writing with Dale Tadlock 
Guest Speaker: Jeff Leonard  
Milkshakes and Missions-We will visit with our local mission partners while we enjoy 
milkshakes! 

 
   

 

 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
 

SUNDAY 
8:45 am Bible Studies for All Ages 
10:00 am Worship 
5:00 pm “YOSE” – Youth on Sunday 

Evening 
 

MONDAY 
4:00 pm Youth “428” (first, third, and 

fifth Mondays only) 
 

WEDNESDAY 
6:30 am Prayer Breakfast 
10:30 am Pastor’s Bible Study 
4:30 pm Fellowship Supper 
5:00 pm Handbells 
5:30 pm Music for PS3-Grade 6 
6:00 pm Youth Activities 
6:00 pm Wednesday Sessions for 

Adults 
6:15 pm Mission Friends, Girls in 

Action, Royal Ambassadors 
7:00 pm Sanctuary Choir 
 

 
 

GIVING REPORT 
 

Monthly Budget Needs $146,840 

September Budget Receipts $99,990 

October Receipts to Date $70,516 

 

Giving YTD $1,268,728 

Previous YTD Giving $1,302,413 

YTD Net -$33,685 

 

2019 Budget Needs $1,762,085 

 
 

WORSHIP CARE 
TEACHERS FOR TODAY 

 

Babies: Lisa Speegle, Becky Bradley 
PS 1-2 Jack & Tricia Stevens 
PS 3s  Brad & Rachel Farley  
PS 4 & K Craig & Allison Youngblood 
PS Desk:  Dick Bodenhamer 
Child. Desk:  Caroline Nordlund 
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WHAT’S NEXT? 

 
 

 
 

 
Fall Serve Day is Saturday, Oct. 26 

 
A Saturday opportunity for service! Gather in 
the Fellowship Hall at 8:30 to team up and get 
started on assignments by 9:00. These include 
assembling Rise Against Hunger meal packs, 
doing light repairs or yardwork at church 
members’ homes, and visiting with our friends 
at Lovelady Center. 
  
There is a sign-up form on the church website 
VHBC.com. Please complete the form to let us 
know where you’d like to serve. Youth and 
children are welcome to participate with you. 
Activities will conclude between 11:00 and 
12:00. 
 
 

Children’s Sabbath 
October 27th 

10:00 a.m. 
 

Join us as our children take a leadership role 
in the Sunday Worship Service and all the 
children’s choirs participate. 

 
 

Baptist Women’s World Day of Prayer 
Monday, November 4, 2019 

10:00 a.m., Chapel 
 

Birmingham Baptist Association WMU invites 
you to pray alongside women from the 7 
Continental Unions of the Baptist World 
Alliance. 
 
Contact Sheryl Buckner for more information. 

 
 

 

FALL FEST IS OCTOBER 27 
4:00 TO 6:00 P.M. IN THE  

LOWER PARKING LOT 
 

• Climbing wall 
• Place candy in your trunk for Trunk ‘R 

Treat in the lower parking lot 
• Dress up 
• Grilled hot dogs 
• Fun 

 

 
 

Veterans Appreciation Luncheon 
 

Friday, November 8 at Noon 
 
 

There is no charge but please make a 
reservation by signing up in your Sunday 
School Class or email martha@vhbc.com or call 
the church office before November 4th. 

 
 

 
Roundtable 

 
The Roundtable book discussion book will 
meet on Tuesday, November 5, at 10:30 in the 
Fireside Room. Sue Edfeldt will review The First 
Conspiracy: The Secret Plot to Kill George 
Washington, a non-fiction work by thriller 
writer Brad Meltzer, with Josh Mensch. Come 
learn about this little-known but critical 
incident of 1776: a plot which, had it succeeded, 
would likely have doomed America’s chances of 
winning independence from England. 
Refreshments will be served.  All are welcome! 
 
 

http://www.vhbc.com/
http://www.vhbc.com/fallfest

