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 “Leaving a legacy.”  It is one way we talk about finishing life.  We try to finish well, 

plant our energies into others and into causes that matter.  The Bible is full of these images.  It is 

God who gives us power to get wealth (Deuteronomy 8:17-18).  The Lord Jesus warned us to 

“store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where 

thieves do not break in and steal.”   

 How do we invest our worldly goods into heavenly treasures?  The Apostle Paul puts 

it this way in 1 Timothy 6:17-19: 

 

As for those who in the present age are rich, command them not to be haughty, or to set their 

hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but rather on God who richly provides us with everything 

for our enjoyment. They are to do good, to be rich in good works, generous, and ready to 

share, thus storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that 

they may take hold of the life that really is life: 

  

• We can live by the highest priorities. 

• We can share them with others. 

• We can seek to do good with all that we have for the sake of God’s kingdom—through 

our children and families, our friends, the church, and in the world. 

• We can invest them to multiply the work of God in the world for the sake of others. 

• We can invest them in those realities that are lasting.   

 

 We are privileged to live in a time when we have the opportunity to do so much more 

than our ancestors could through managing what is ours.  A good “foundation,” an endowment, 

any long-term strategy is only as good as the causes it supports.  As “stewards of the mysteries” 

of the gospel, Vestavia Hills Baptist Church seeks to provide in its endowment fund ways that 

we all can fulfill the words of Paul in those verses—to do good, to fund good works, to be 

generous, and to share so that we might build toward “the life that is really life.” 

 


